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PPO OO 


PHILADELPHIA, 

Terms.—F our Do.tars per annum, in advance, 
or if remitted before the expiration of the first month 
after the commencement of a.volume;—otherwise Five 
Dollars will be charged. Three copies will be sent to 
one address wpon the receipt of Ten Dollars, and 
seven copies upon the receipt of Twenty Dollars, 

Subscribers may remit, at our risk, by mail ; and 
current bills, of sound banks, in any of the States, 
will be accepted in payment. 


To Suhscribers.—To correct a misconception 
on the part of several of our subscribers, in re- 
gard to the reduction of terms of the Reeister, 
we make this explanation: the reduction to four 
dollars, per annum, is applicable only to the cur- 
rent year (1849)—and to enable distant subscri- 
bers to avail themselves of it, the time, within 
which four dollars will be received in full pay- 
ment for the subscriptions for 1849, is extended 
to the 15th of March next,—after which period 
all subscriptions remaining unpaid, will be charged 
at five dollars. 

For the six months’ subscription preceding first 
of January, 1849, the terms are $2 50. As a 
further inducement, however, to prompt payment, 
we state that the remittance of six dollars, by 
those who are indebted for the 74th volume, and 
of two dollars, by those who have forwarded four 
dollars in payment of the 74th and 75th volumes, 
prior to the 15th of March next, will be accepted 
in full payment to the first of January, 1850, (or 
for the three volumes, Nos. 74, 75 and 76.) 

The importance of the punctual payment of 
subscriptions in the publication of a paper similar 
to ours, deriving all its means from the subscrip- 
tions, it is hoped, will be properly appreciated by 
the patrons, as well as our efforts to reduce the 
price of a work, admitted to be of no inconside- 
rable value to the reading public, and requiring a 
heavy outlay of labor and money. 


ne 
——~—or 


Tue American Merropouran Magazine is 
the title of a new monthly, edited by William 
Langdon, and published by Israel Post, at No. 
359 Broadway, New York. The first number, 
which is before us, contains three capital engra- 
vings from designs by Matteson, besides several 
wood-cut illustrations ; two pages of original mu- 
sic, and forty-eight of original reading matter. 
The list of contributors presents the names of all 
or nearly all the standard American writers in 
the lighter walks of literature. This magazine 
is printed in a superior manner, and altogether 
is got up in a creditable style. The price is 
three dollars. 

A serial illustration of the life of Washington 
—the pictures to be made expressly for this work 
by Matteson, and the text descriptive to be fur- 
nished by the Rey. J. T. Headley—will constitute 
an important feature in the work. 

SEO ah * SRE MY SED 

Horpen’s Dotan Macazine.—The very best 
work for the price to be found in the whele cout- 
try. The first number of the third volume, is on 
our table, and presents the usual amount of choice 
reading matter, and characteristic embellishments. 
Every family ought to subscribe for it. The 
terms are $1, per annum, for a work of sixty- 
four pages, and the office is at No. 109 Nassau 
Street, New York. 

——————_———<o-—________ 

U.S. Senator rrom Ixtiwois.—General James 

hields has been elected to the Seuate of the 

















United States for six years from the third of 
March next, when the term of Mr. Breese will 
expire. The vote stood for General Shields 70 ; 
Gen. W. F. Thornton (Whig) 26; W. B. Cog- 
den, (Free Soil) 1. 


tin. 
——_— 


U. S. Senator rrom Wisconsin —The Hon. 
Isaac P. Walker has been re-elected to the Uni- 
ted States Senate for six years from the third of 
March next, when his present term will expire. 


National Affairs. 


CIVIL APPOINTMENTS, 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 


3- >> Ontiver B. Hirt, Receiver of Public Mo- 
neys, New Orleans, Louisiana, re-appointed. 

3. >> Samuet Wise, Receiver of Public Mo- 
neys, Vincennes, Indiana, re-appointed. 

Leonarp Jones, of Maine; to be Consul of the 
United States for the port of Chagres, in the Re- 
public of New. Granada. 

M. F. Bonzano, of. Louisiana, to be Melter 
and Refiner of the Branch Mint of the United 











States at New Orleans, in the place of Pierre A. | 


Bertrand, declined. 
Captain James Duncan, of the second regi- 
ment of Artillery, colonel by brevet, to be In- 


lonel George Croghan, deceased. 
Marshals of the United States. 


Samvuet McCuiovre, for New Jersey. 

Joun Lane, for Kentucky. 

Morian Forrest, for Maryland ; their former 
commissions having expired, 


Collectors of the Customs. 


Wixi D. Srarr, Middletown, Connecticut, 
‘vice Philip Sage, commission expired. 

Epruraim F, Mitcer, Salem and Beverly, Mas- 
sachusetts, vice James Miller, resigned. 


Gershom Mott, deceased, 

Cuar.es Byrne, St. John’s, Florida, vice Jas. 
Dell, deceased. 

Eu F. Sracy, Gloucester, Massachusetts, re- 
appointed. 

Joun A. Parxer, Tappahannock, Virginia, re- 
appointed. 

Henry E. W. Crarg, St. Mary’s, Georgia, vice 
Archibald Clark, deceased. 


Surveyors of the Customs. 


A. W. Wirpves, Ipswich, Massachusetts, re- 
appointed. 


Cuartes B. Lenes, Bayou St. John, Louisiana, | 
| tHe Mexican War.—The Secretary of the Navy 


re-appointed. 

Davin Haypen, New Orleans, Louisiana, re- 
appointed. 

Witutiam Maxwe tt, Sunbury, Georgia, re-ap- 
pointed. 


Bensamin Srites, Hardwick, Georgia, re-ap-'| 


pointed. 
Water Havens, Greenport, New York, vice 


) T. L. Ireland, resigned. 


Land Office. 


Tuomas J. Hopson, Register, Tallahasse, Flo- 
rida, re-appointed. 


ARMY. 





3° >> The 10th inst., was the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the day, on which Major General Gaines 
received his first commission in the army. The 





commission was issued by President Adams, in 


1799. 


spector General of the Army, in the place of Co- | 


GersHom Mort, Burlington, New Jersey, vice | 


Army Enuistments.—The annexed statement, 
showing in what states the enlistments in the army 
were made from the first of January, 1846, to 
30th of June, 1848, was furnished to the House 
of Representatives at Washington, in obedience 
to a resoiution ; 
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Slates. ee 8 3 E 2 

, ee ee ae 

= 2F 82.6 
Maine 404 355.:..13 672 
New Hampshire 10 289 299 
Varmont 238 152 ] 391 
Massachusetts 1102 323 74 1499 
Rhode Island 19 164 183 
Connecticut 13 218 231 
New York 6828 1671 I51 8650 
New Jersey 165 275 440 
Pennsylvania 2626 1549 194 4369 
Ohio 1529 792 2321 
Indiana 559 919 1478 
Illinois 845 560 1405 
Iowa 209 84 293 
Wisconsin 125 392 517 
Michigan 356 456 9 821 
| Free States, totals 15028 8099 442 23569 
Delaware 18 130 148 
| Maryland 836 1279 36 2151 
District of Columbia 53 lll =v 184 
Virginia 550 599 13 1162 
North Carolina 183 328 7 518 
South Carolina 75 235 310 
Georgia 88 656 6 750 
Florida 15 58 7 80 
Alabama 37 656 23 716 
Mississippi 46 46 
Louisiana 632 612 16 1260 
Texas 135 &7 222 
| Arkansas 8 233 10 251 
‘Tennessee 148 854 1002 
Kentucky 1132 796 1928 
Missouri 693 402 38 1133 
Slave States, totals 4603 7082 176 11861 
On Indian frontier 155 155 
At large 64 64 
In Mexico 204 57 2 263 





20053 15238 620 35912 





No. service Regu- 
lar Army, Jan. 
1, 1848 7194 287 7481 








27248 15238 907 43393 
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has submitted a letter to the House of Represen- 
tatives, in answer to a resolution of the House 
relative to the number and places of birth of per- 
sons employed in the naval and marine service 
on the Gulf and Pacific coasts during the Mexi- 
can war, from which we gather the following 
particulars. ‘The whole number of seamen com- 
posing crews of the vessels on the Guif of Mexi- 
co and on the Pacific coasts during the war, was 
7000. The total number of officers was 856; 
of these there were born in Virginia 140, in 
New York 118, Pennsylvania 112, Maryland, 
71, Massachusetts 51, District of Columbia 
39, Maine 34, Connecticut 30, New Jersey 29, 
North Carolina 24, South Carolina 24, Ohio 22, 
New Hampshire 21, Georgia 16, Vermont 11, 
Rhode Island 14, Delaware 12, Alabama 3, Mis- 





sissippi 1, Louisiana 8, Tennessee 12, Kentucky 
15, Indiana 6, Illinois 3, Missouri 5, Michigan 3, 
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Florida 2, Iowa 1, England 7, France 1, Ireland 

7, Greece 1, Spain 1, West Indies 3, Scotland 

3, Softh America 2, Sweden 1, and unknown 3. 
at [National Intelligencer. 


[>> The U. S. store-ship, Suprry, now pre- 
paring for sea at the Gosport Navy-yard, will 
sai] about the 15th proximo, for the Brazils and 
thence to the Mediterranean, taking stores for the 
squadrons on both stations. The following isa 
list of her officers :—Lieut. Commanding Arthur 
Sinclair; Acting Sailing Master, G. H. Cooper ; 
Assistant Surgeon, Ashton Miles; Passed Mid- 
shipmen, Charles C. Wooley, Join D. Langhorne, 
George H. Bier, Walter Jones. Captain’s Clerk, 
John D. Ghiselin, Jr. 


iL The following is a list of the officers at- 
tached to the United States frigate, Savannan, 
bound to the Pacific as the flag-ship of Commo- 
dore Jones: 

Captain, Philip F. Voorhees ; First Lieutenant, 
Samuel F. Hazard; Lieutenants, Henry S. Stell- 
wagen, Joshua Humphreys, Wm. E. Leroy, Chas. 
S. McDonough; Fleet Surgeon, G. R. B. Hor- 
ner; Purser, Thomas B. Nalle; Acting Master, 
Edward T. Nichols ; Secretary, Dabney C. Wirt; 
Assistant Surgeons, Randolph F. “Mason, A. A. 
F. Hill; Passed Midshipmen, James Wilcoxen, 
Peter Wager; Midshipmen, J. C. Sullivan, Rich. 
H. Gayle, John T. Beatty, William A. Abbott, 
J. B. Hodges, Geo. D. Hand, L. Howard New- 
man, Frederick F. Brose, Daniel L. Braine, Wm. 
H. Maffitt; Purser’s Clerk, Charles H. Ellas; 
Boatswain, Geo. Wilmuth; Acting Gunner, Eli- 
jah Haskell ; Carpenter, Amos Chick ; Sailma- 
ker, George Parker; First Lieut. Commanding 
Marine Guard, Frederick B. McNeil; Second 
Lieut. Marines, Edward McD. Reynolds. 


3. =~ The U. S. brig, Barsrinee, was at Rio 
Grande, Cape de Verds, and the Decarur at Ma- 
deira, at last accounts. 


3-$> The sloop-of-war, Jonn Apams, has been 
taken out of the ary-dock at Boston, and the new 
ship-of-the-line has been taken out to be copper- 
ed. The Vermont has been roofed over. 


3-3> The U. S. ship Concress, Capt. Lava- 
lette, from the Pacific Ocean, via Rio Janeiro, 
arrived in Hampton Roads on Thursday, in forty- 
five days from the latter port, 

Captains Stribley and ‘l'aylor, and Lieutenant 
Thorburn have returned in the Congress, by rea- 
son of sickness. 


NATIONAL REGISTER. 








————— 


> The Sr. Mary’s had notarrived at Mon- 
terey on the 3d of December. 


ICS The U. S. ship, Atsany, Commander 
Randolph, sailed from Havana, 14th inst., ona 
cruise.—WNorfolk Beacon, Jan. 25. 


Tue vate Lieut. Francis Hucer, U. 8S. N.— 
The death of Lieutenant Francis Huger, has not 
been generally announced to the Navy. It is but 
just that his former comrades should be afforded 
the sad privilege of mingling their sorrow with 
that of his bereaved family. Lieut. Huger was 
a representative of that distinguished Huguenot 
family so well known in the councils and in the 
battles of the republic. He was the son of that 
gallant gentleman whose chivalric attempt to 
rescue Lafayette from the dungeons of Olmutz 
has forever associated his name with that of the 
illustrious friend and brother-in-arms of Wash- 
ington. The son was worthy of his lineage and 
of his sire.—National Intelligencer, Jan. 24. 











THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION. 


ABSFRACT OF FROCEEDINGS. 
Thursday, Janaary 18, 1849. 


In Senate.—Mr. Breese, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a bill to compensate 
the Registers and Receivers of the several land 
officers in the United States; which was read a 
first time. 

Mr. Atherton, from the Finance Committee, re- 
ported the Indian appropriation bill, which had 
been passed by the House of Representatives, 
without amendment.’ 

On motion, the communication received yes- 
terday in reference to the amount due the Cher- 
okee nation of Indians, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, the Post Master Gene- 
ral was called upon to report the contracts exist- 
ing for the transmission of the mails between 
the United Siates and foreign countries, the 
names of the parties, the contract price, and the 
profits arising to the government from the mail 
matter carried. 

The resolution, some time ago, (10th August,) 
submitted by Mr. Cameron, calling upon the Se- 
cretary of War for information, in relation to 
Cherokee claims, was taken up, and agreed to, 

Minesota Territory.x—On motion of Mr. Dou- 
glass, the bill to establish the Territorial govern- 
ment of Minesota, was taken up, the amendments 


SOAP AAAS Os 





iL S37 The U. S. ship-of-the-line Onto, was at 


Monterey, California, on the Ist of November, | 


1848, to-sail on the 7th for San Francisco. 

iL 3 The Lexineron, Lieutenant Commanding 
Chatard, sailed for San Francisco on the Ist No- 
vember, and was to leave for New York about 
the 1-t of December. 


3-3” The Sovtnampton, Lieut. Commanding 
Handy, was to sail for San Francisco on the 7th 
December. 

i> The Presre, Commander Glynn, sailed 
from the Sandwich Islands on the 27th of July 
for the East Indies, with Com. Geisingers and 
was eXpected back at San Francisco, in January, 


1849. 


3-3” The Inperenpence, Com. Shubrick, sail- 
ed from Mazatlan for the Sandwich Islands, the 
coast of Peru, Chili, and New York on July 24, 


and was expected to be at the latter place in | 


May, 1849. 


si. The Date is expected to sail for the 
United States about the Ist of March next. 


The following is a list of .the officers of the 
U.S. ship Dare. at Mazailan, in Nov., 1848 :— 
Commander, John Rudd; Lieutenants, Edw. C. 
Ward, Fabius Stanly ; Acting do., Wm. B. Muse; 
Purser, Mchean Buchanan; Passed Assistant 
Surgeon, James McCleliand ; Acting Master, N. 
C. Bryant; Passed Midshipman, David Ochil- 
tree; Midshipmen, ‘Thomas ‘I. Howerton, John 
Adams, W. B, Hayes, Edwin P. Gray; Acting 
Carpenter, Wm. Hyde; Acting Gunner, John F. 
Erskine ; Acting Sailmaker, Stephen Seamen ; 
4,cling Boatswain, Thomas Ditsen ; Commander’s 
Cle.k, F. Dickinson; 


} of the Territoria) Committee concurred in, as in 
| Committee of the Whole, and the bill reported to 
the Senate. The further consideration was there- 
upon postponed until to-morrow—the amend- 
wents of Commiltee having been agreed to. 

The Senate then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the private calendar. 


House or Representatives.—Mr. Bury, from 
the Military Committee, reported a bill to organ. 
ize the pay-department of the Army; which 
was twice read, committed, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Buffalo Harbor.—The consideration of the mo- 
tion tu print the dceuments of the Secretary of 
War relating to Buffalo Harbor was first in order 
of business; when Mr. Toombs rose and address- 
ed the House, in reply to the speech of Mr. Hall, 
and against the motion to print. Mr. Toombs said 
that he had not complained of the cost of print- 
ing, but the abuses of it. He wished the public 
| printing done well, and well paid for. 

After some further debate, and several ineffec- 
(ual attempts to lay the subject on the table, the 
report was finally ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. Vinton moved that the House go into Com- 
i mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| which was agreed to, for the consideration of the 
| Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill. 

Mr. Nicoll*moved av amendment to the bill 
limiting the fees for the taking of depositions in 
‘the United States Court, and allowing $8 for each 
deposition, which was agreed to. 

An amendment was offered by Mr. Mullin, 
making an appropriation for the ‘Territorial Go- 
'vernment of Wisconsin, of $10,500,—which, 
| after debate was rejected. , 
| Mr. Sawyer moved an amendment to the bill 
‘abolishing Hogging in the Navy, which was 

agreed to, 
' Mr. Houston of Delaware moved an emend- 
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mént appropriating: $14,000, to purchase addi- 
ional furniture for the President’s House, which 
‘Motion was agreed to after soine debate. 

The committee then rose, reported progress, 
and despite the efforts of Mr. Vinton to-detain 
ahem longer upon farther busimess, and deelaring 
his intention to keep them always hereafter 
while in Committee of the Whole, until 4 o’clock 
the House adjourned. 


Friday, January 19, 1847. 


In Senate.—Minesola Territory.—On motion 
of Mr. Douglass, the bill for the establishment of 


| @ territorial government in the new territory of 


Minesota was taken up and discussed by Mr. 
Douglass, of Illinois, Mr. Butler, of South Caro- 
lina, Mr. King, Mr. Dodge, and others, after 
which the bill was read a third time and pass- 
ed. 

Mr. John M. Niles, of Connecticut, then moved 
to take up the bill for the reduction of postage, 
which wits agreed to. .The biil was slightly 
amended in several particulars. An amcndment 
was proposed by Mr. Cameron, of Pa., making 
newspapers free within thirty miles of the place 
of publication; which was discussed by Mr. 
Niles, Mr. Hamlin, of Maine, Mr. Allen, of Ono, 
and others. ° 

No decision having been arrived at, on motion 
of Mr. Allen, the further consideration of the 
bill was postponed until Monday next. 

The Pacheco Claim.—The House bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Antonio Pa- 
checo, was read twice and referred to the Mili- 
tary Committee. 

The bill for the relief of Captain Percival, 
previously adopted, was, on motion, reconsidered 
and then informally passed over. 

Several other private bills were taken up, dis- 
cussed and postponed. 

A communication was presented and read from 
the Postmaster General, in reply to the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Allen, adopted yesterday, stating that 
two contracts existed for carrying the mails in 
steam vessels from the United States to foreign 
ports—one for $200,000 per annum, for carrying 
a mail ooce a month in each direction between 
Bremen and New York, the other for $95,000, 
for carrying a mail between Charleston and Sa- 
vannah, and Havanna, in the Island of Cuba. 

The communication was ordered to be printed. 

A communication was also received from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate, calling for the designa- 
tion of the depositaries under the act of August 
4, 1846: which was read and ordered to be 
printed. 

After an Executive session, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


House or Representatives.—Mr. Dizon, of 
Connecticut, offered a resuiution instructing the 
Committee on Commerce to report measures to 
prevent the California gold from being carried 
to other countries for coinage, which was adop- 
ted. 

Mr. Murphy offered a resolution, which was 
read twice and referred, proposing to purchase 
the Washington Papers. 

Mr. Goggin, of Va., made an ineffectual at- 
tempt to cail up the Postage Bull, but gave way 
for a motion to take up the Pacheco Ciaim Bull. 


The Pacheco Claim.—The House then resumed 
the consideration of the Pacheco Siave Bull. 

Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, being entitled to the 
floor, earnestly explained the merits of the case, 
as much misapprehension had prevailed with re- 
gard to ils character. He said that neither party 
in point of argument were entirely right, thata 
question wholly foreign to the case had been 
brought into the discussion and so much dwelt 
upon as to prevent aclear understanding of sts 
just claims. He then proceeded to produce pre- 
cedenis and authorities from the previous legis- 
lation of Congress, &c., to show that the claim 
of the heirs of Pacheco was just. 

Mr. Duer, of New York, obtained the floor, 
and briefly replied to a single point advanced by 
Mr. Toombs, and then called for the previous 
question, which was sustained. 

The question of reconsidering the bill was 
then put to the House, and the yeas and nays de- 
manded and decided in the atlirmative by yeas 
98, nays 92. 

The bill, on motion, was now put upon its final 
passage. The main question, as amended, was 
then voled on and decided in the affirmative by 
yeas 101, nays 95, so the Pacheco Bill was agaiu 


| 





| passed. We give a brief analysis of the vote : 
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For the bill—From slave States, 75; Free | 


States, 26. Against. the billi—Free States, 95; 
Slave States, 0. bsent—Siave States, 15; Free 
States, 17. Whigs from free States voting yea, 
6; Democrats, do. 20. 


Free State Votes for the Bill. 


Matwe—Asa W. H. Clapp, Franklin Clark, 
David Hammons, Hezekiah Williams—4. 

New York—Ausburn Birdsall, William B. 
McClay, Henry C. Murphy, Henry Nicoll, Fre- 
derick 4. Tallmadge—5. 

PennsyLvaNnia—Jasper E. Brady, Samuel A. 
Bridges, Richard Brodhead, Charlies Brown, C. 
J. Ingersoll, Lewis C. Levin, (?) Job Mann, Jas. 
Thomson—8. 

On1o—John D. Cummins, Thomas Richey, 
John L. Taylor—3. . 

InpiaNA—George W. Dunn, R. W. Thompson, 
W. W. Wick—3. 

Ittivoris—John A. McClernand, William A. 
Richardson—2. 

Wisconsin—William Pitt Lynde—1. Total, 
26. 

A communication was received from the Post 
Office Department, showing the amount of mo- 
ney necessary to carry on the Department for 
the next year. 

A letter was also received from the Secretary 
of War giving the names of persons employed 
io that department ;, which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The House then resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on Private Bills, and on mo- 
tion of 

Mr. Rockwell, took up the bill providing for 
the erection of a Board of Commissioners to 
decide upon private claims presenied to Con- 
gress. 

Mr. Rockwetl who reported the bill, then pro- 
ceeded to address the Committee in support of 
it, and in reply to the various objections which 
had been urged against it by ils various oOppo- 
nents. At the conclusion of his remarks the 
Committee rose. 

(Note.—This Board is to consist of five Judges 
constiiuling a high Court of Inquiry, with full 
power lo send for persons and papers, bul ma- 
king no decisions, except in connectiun with Con- 
gress—which is to be the final arbiter in ail 
cases. Jt is proposed to compose the court of | 
men of the highest moral character and personal | 
Standing, fully competent in every respect as to 
judicial and jegislative affairs. ‘There are to be 
three Commissioners, to sit Guring the year, as oc- 
Casion way require, each wilha salary of thirly- 
five hundved duliars. Jt has been suggested, aud 
With some propriety, thal the numoer of Com- 
missioners shail be increased to five, and the sa- 
lary fixed at $2500.) 

iirc. Vinton, irom the Committee on Ways and 
Meaus, reported back the deficiency Dill with a 
recommendation that the House concur in the 
amendments of the Senate. The bill was refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole proforma, re- 
ported back, and the amendment agreed to, and 
\uen the House adjourned. 


Saturday, January 20, 1849. 
The Senate did not sit to-day. 


House or Representartives.—Extra pay to 
officers and soldiers of the army in Mexico.—Mr. 
Aobinson oblaimed leave to iniroduce'a vill ex- 
planatory of the act giving extra pay to the 
vihcers and soldiers of the jate army in Mexico. 

Commissioners of Claims.—Ou motion of Mr. 
Rockweil, the House proceeded to the considera- 
liup of tue bill to provide lor the settlement of 
Claigis agalustihe United States, in Committee of 
the Whoie. ‘The several amendments proposed 
Were acled upon and agreed to,—one vol which 
was fixing the terms of the commissioners, as 
lullows: Of the commissioners first appointed 
under this act, one shall hold his otlice lor two 
years, One ior jour years, and ove for six years ; 
aud they shall, al their first meeting lor tue pur- 
pose of organization, determine by lot iheir re« 
spective Lerums of service. it-was provided also 
that all contracts fur a share of the claim was 
bull aud void, and that no member of Congress, 
or officer of any department of the Goverument 
Shall be retained ov employed as ageut, altor- 
hey, &c. 

Aiter which the Committee rose reported pro- 
bress, und the House adjourned. 


Monday, January 22, 1849. 
In Senate:—Several communications were 


$$$ — 


ry of the Treasury, transmitting the commer- 
| clal statement for the last year, which was or. 
dered to be printed. 

Anti Slavery Resolutions.—Mr. Dix presented 
the resolutions of the ‘Legislature of New York, 
in opposition to the extension of slavery to the 
territories of New Mexico and California, against 
the claim of Texas to the territory between the 
Nueces and Rio Grande, and for the suspension 
of the slave trade in the District of Columbia ; 
and moved that they be luidon the table. Agreed 
lo. 

Mr. Diz then moved that they be printed. 

Mr. Rusk thereupon rose and stated that he 
would vote for the printing. The Legislature 
of New York was a respectable body, and had 
taken jurisdiction of the question of slavery and 
disposed of itsummarily. This right he would 
not question,—but the right to decide upon the 
boundary of Texas, he would question. The 
territory which the State of New York thus at- 
tempts to wrest from Texas, has cost her a ten 
years’ war and the lives of many of her brave 
and valuable citizens. By such an outlay has 
this territory been acquired ; and, if Cougress is 
cisposed to assert her claim to its jurisdiction 
over the adjustment of this question, he was 
prepared tu make it clear and manifest to any 
unprejudiced mind, that the Rio Grande was the 
true boundary of Texas—that it resis upon as 
solid foundations, as clear and direct principles, 
as does the claim of New York vo her own 
boundary. And itis aclaim which Texas will 
only surrender, with the surrender of her exis- 
lence as a sovereign State of this Union. 

Mr. Yulee opposed the motion to print on the 
ground that the language of the resolutions was 
insulting tothe Senate and the people of the 
South, as they declared the institution of slave- 
ry revolting to the spirit of the age. 

He was replied to by Mr. Dickinson, of New 
York, who defended the resolutions and also by | 
Mr. Foote. 

Mr. Dia, of New York, also condemned Mr. 
Yulee’s position. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, upheld the right of the 
New York Legislature to be heard. He was in 
favor of prioung. 

Mr. Rusk was surprised at the language of New 
York, as well as the course recommended in re- 
gard to the boundary of Texas. 


Mr. Yulee knew of but one rule in such a case 
and tiat was to repel insult, when offered by one 
State towards others of the confederacy. What- 
ever might be (he course of other Senators, that 
was the course he felt himself calied upon now 
to pursue. ‘The policy of the South, in permit- 
ling within their limits au institution which had 
so greaily couduced to their growth and prosper- 
ity, was defended. ‘The attewpt to intruduce in- 
sulling and reproachiul language into the reso- 
Julions Ol Slates should now be met, lo preve it 
Siusilar practices hereaiter. And his voile would 
be giveu in accordauce with his judgment, even 
though it should be recorded alone. He would 
not give his vote to print resolutions of avy State 
insuiling to the State which he represented. 

Mr. King said no man cougd regret more than 
he did the debate which had takea place. The 
Senator from Florida was entirely mistaken in 
the supposition that such larguage had not be- 
fore beew used. He regretted teat more tempe- 
rate language was nol always used, bul he should 
Cerlainly vuie for ihe printing. He believed that 
it Would be productive of guoud rather than evil. 
The uniform practice of the Senate had been to 
treat wilh this respect the resviulious of a sove- 
reign State, 

Mr. Buller was for letting the people of the 
South kuow fully the character of the resolu- 
lions. 

Mr. Berrien concurred with the Senator from 
fiavawa, that the uoilorm practice had been to 
vider the printing. Asto the doctrines of the 
resvlutions, thal was another question, which, 
however, opposed to them, this was not the pro- 
per lime to discuss. 

Mr. Yulee would never allow it to be supposed 
that he would give fils sanction to the printing ol 
such resuluulous. 


Mr. Jefferson Davis concurred in the senti- 
menis expressed by the Senator from Florida, 


tion of documents calculated to imfluence the 
public mind—of resolutions from one portion of 
the Union disrespectful to the people of another. 
He could not concur in the opinion that such res 
solutions as these should be spread throughout 
the slave States. He agreed with the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Jefferson Davis], that 
when a sovereign State ceases to respect herself, 
they were not bound to respect her. 

Mr. Niles,made a few remarks in favor of the 
prioting, and. inquired of the Senator from Fio- 
rida, [Mr. Yulee,] whether there were any facts 
in his possession which were likely to lead to a 
dissolution of the Union? 

Mr. Yulee repeated, at length, the views which 
he had previously expressed, and with much ear- 
nestness opposed the printing of the resolution 
as for the first time using language of gratuitous 
insult to the South, and calculated to endanger 
the permanency of the Union. 

Mr. Dickinson certainly should not have been 
dispused to vote for the resolutions, had he sup- 
posed that they were to dissolve the Uniun. 

Mr. Douglass contended that the language of 
the resolutions was not dissimilar to that which 
had been used before by no less than 15 other 
States. This was a question of which every Siate 
has arightto judge for itself, And no action 
which they would have here would either extend 
or restrict slavery. 

There was a fundamental error in the resolu- 
tions in regard to the extension of slavery to ter- 
ritories now free. No one advocateé any such 
doctrine. It was that the people of the territo- 
riés themselves, in establishing State govern- 
ments, should decide the question as they may 
deem fit. In this he thought there was ao error 
in the resolutions. But they were not the first 
series of resoiutions founded on error, nur the 
first which had been ordered to be printed, from 
which he bad dissented. He should vote to print 
these resolutions, as he should for all others from 
a sovereign State, from whichever side they 
might be presented. He was not prepared to 
depart from the usual practice. 

Mr. Downs objected to the resolution, on the 
ground that there are fucls in them which will 
become part of the history of the country. As 
had been stated by the Senator from Texas, (Mr. 
Rusk,) the memoria) from New Mexico, pre- 
sented sometime since, had been got up and sent 
out there, and returned, and now adopled by the 
New York Legislature. He did not odject to the 
opinions, but to the facts contained in them. In 
reply to the Senator trom Connecticut, (Mr. 
“iles,) as to whethec there are any facts in his 
possession which were likely to lead to a disso- 
jution of the Union, he would take it upon him- 
self to say there any facts which, if persisted in, 
would lead to such an event. There had been 
no infraction by the South of the rights of the 
North, and if the Union were dissolved by these 
constant aggressions of the North upon the 
South, the consequences would lie at the door of 
the North and not that of the South. The charac- 
ier of these resolutions Was such that he would 
not vote for the printing, 

Mr. Foote said that inasmuch as there were 
Southern friends who had expressed an opinion 
opposed to the printing, he felt bound to state the 
grounds upon whic he should give his vole. He 
should vote for the printing, merely because of 
the established usage ia such cases, but he de- 
sired it to be dstinctly and emphatically un- 
derstood that by so doing he was not approving 
either the facts or the ductrinal views embraced 
in it. . 

Mr. Niles, in reference toa portion of M1. 
Yulee’s remarks, denied that there were any 
combinations at the North agaiust the rights of 
the South, or having for their object a dissolu- 
tion of the Union. Nor did he believe that there 
were any combinations to prevent the recovery 
of fugitive slaves. Heavy damages had been re- 
covered in Michigan against persons who had i.- 
terfered to prevent the due course of the law in 
the case of six slaves who had escaped into that 
State. 

He believed there was never a time when pub- 
lic opinion was sounder at the North, or whea 
there was a greater disinclination to meddle with 
the rights of the South, While they are ready 
to contend for theii own rights, and the rights of 








and should vote against the printing. ‘hey were 
not bound to respect the Legislature of a sove- 
reign State, when that legisiature refuses to re- 
spect itself. 

Mc. Fiizpatrick, also, felt himself bound by no 








presenled,—among them, one irom the Secreta- 





practice 01 this Seuatle to vole for the dissemina- 





the new territories, they were never more ready 
to discountenance any interference with the in- 
stitutious of the Souttiera Siates, He believed 
the Union was never safer or stronger than it 1s 
at the present time—never whea the people 
were more satisfied of its importance, and ot the 
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ufter futility of all attempts to break ‘it down. 
He discussed at some length the constitutional 
right of the slave-holder to pursue and recover 
his fugitive slave. 

Mr. Butler replied to Mr. Niles on this last 
point, and denied that any respect was paid in 
such cases by the Northern States to the rights 
of the South, and proceeded to point out the 
State enactments calculated io defeat all such ef- 
forts at recovery. 

Mr. Dix and Mr. Cameron both stated that Mr. 
Butler was mistaken as to the existence of any 
jaws of such a character in the States which they 
represented. 

Mr. Butler doubted whether even those who 
had now been speaking so strongly in favor of 
this constitutional right would be found, when a 
case shonid arise under their own eyes, using 
their eflorts in support of those rights. He ar- 
gued atsome length the rights of the South to 
ah equal participation in the benefits resulting 
from the acquisition of the new territories. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Dickinson, Downs, Felch, Butler, Baldwin and 
Metcalfe. 

Mr. Metcalfe said that this debate had reminded 
him of certain questions which had been pro- 
pounded to him, as to where Kentucky would be 
found on this question of slavery. Kentucky 
would unite neither with the North, nor with the 
South, as such, but she would lay hold of both 
with an indescribable grasp, which she would 
never relinquish. He agreed with the Senator 
from Connecticut, (Mr. Niles,) that never was 
the Union of the States stronger than now. 
And he deprecated all allusions to the possibility 
of such a thing as disunion——-now when the ex- 
ample of this country was of so much import- 
ance to the struggling millions of Europe. He 
trusted they should hear no more of it, upon the 
mere question of printing the resolutions of a 
State Legislature. 

The question on the printing was then taken 
by yeas and nays, and it was decided in the affir- 
mative—45 to 6—the nays being Messrs. Bor- 
land, Fitzpatrick, Downs, Jetlerson Davis, Han- 
negan and Yulee. 

On motion, the Senate then, at 4 o’clock, ad- 
journed—having been engaged in the preceding 
discussion about three hours and a half. 


House or REeprResentATIveS.—Opd motion of 
Mr. Preston, the rules were suspended, to allow 
him to offer a resolution waking the bills for the 
establishment of Territorial Governments in Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico, the special orders of 
the day for Tuesday next, the 30th inst., and for 
every day therealter, except Fridays and Satur- 
days, until disposed of. ‘The resolution was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ha minson, the bill provi- 
ding for the draining of the swamps in Louisiana, 
was made the special order for to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the House several ex- 
eculive communications, which were ordered to 
be printed. 


‘Ihe bill from the Senate, providing for the pay-| 


ment of interest on the claim of Alabama against 
the general government, for advances made dur- 
ing the Florida war, was read the third time and 
passed, yin an smendment. [The Senate to-day 
concurred in the amendment and 60 the bill is 
passed | 

Mr. Flournoy moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to introduce a bill, of which pre- 
vious notice had been given, to retrocede all that 
part of the District of Columbia not occupied by 
the public grounds and public buildings to the 
State of Maryland, but the House refused to sus- 
pend the rules. 

Mr. Wilson presented the resolutions of the 
State of New Hawpehire, against the extension 
of slavery to California and New Mexico, and 
against the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia, approving the vote in the House on Mr, 
Gott’s resolution. Laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Tuesday, January 23, 1649. 


In Senate.—The Vice President laid before 
the Senate a communication from the Secretary 
of War, with a statement of the contracts of the 
Department during the past year. 

Memorials and petitions were presented, [one 
by Mr. Upham, from citizens of the District of 
Columbia, praying that the slave trade may be 
prohibited therein; or that the coporations of 
Washington and Georgetown may be empowered 
lo suppress it.] 

Mr. Beil offered a resolution, which was adop- 


ted, requesting the Secretary of War to state 
what amount has been paid to the old settlers 
"? the Cherokee Nation, under the treaty of 
346. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition from ci:i- 
zens of New York, asking the government to in- 
terfere for the release of American prisoners con- 
fined in the Island of Cuba, charged with politi- 
cal offences. He also submitted a resojution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to, requesting the Secretary of State 
to enquire into the causes of the detention of 
said Americans, and to take measures for their 
immediate release. The petition and the reso- 
tion were referred to ihe Committee on Poreign 
Relations. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, introduced a reso- 
lution of inquiry, as to the expediency of grant- 
ing pensions to all officers, non-commissioned of- 
ficers, musicians and privates, who have been or 
may be disbanded in the service. Adopted. 

Mr. Bueese reported a bill to define the period 
of disability imposed upon certain bidders for 
mail contracts. 

Mr. King, agreeably to public noiice, intro- 
duced a bill giving the right of way to the com- 
pany for constructing the Mobile and Ohio Rail- 
road through the State of Alabama. Some dis- 
cussion arose, and, on motion, the subject was 
informally laid aside. 

Mr. Foole asked leave to make a personal ex- 
planation in relation to the card pubiished by 
Judge McLean in the National Intelligencer of 
this morning, referring to his [Mr. F.’s] attack 
upon Judge McLean, during a speech in the Se- 
nate a few days since, wherein he charged the 
Judge with wriling letters against slavery, in fa- 
/vor of free soil, &c., for political effect. Mr. F. 
}replied to the card, and reiterated his former 
'charges against its author, during which Mr. 
| King made an ineffectual attempt to gain the 
floor. When he bad concluded— 

Mr. Corwin rose and said, that from the ap- 
peal which the Senator from Mississippi had 
made on the former occasion, and the remark 
then apparently applied to himself that no one 
had,thought proper to rise here in his defence—it 
might be supposed that there was a concurrence 
by him in the censure expressed. He had not 
risen then because he had not perceived, in all 
that the Senator had then said, the slightest im- 
putation upon Judge McLean. He had done 
nothing which he had not a perfect right to do— 
nothing inconsistent with his station asa Judge 
of the Supreme Court. He then proceeded, al 
considerable length, with a defence of Judge 
McLean’s course in matiers referred to by Mr. 
Foote, though without intending to express any 
opinion as to the correctness of the doctrives 
contained in the letters upon which the Sena- 
tor from: Mississippi had so parti.ularly com- 
mented. 

Mr. F. then replied, at some length, to Mr. 
Corwin’s defence of Judge McLean, and reitera- 
tung the charges before made, and arguing that 
the case of Judge McLean had not been im- 
proved by the defence of the Senator from Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. Dix, the Senate then tock 
up the bill to admit? tree of duty, certain arti- 
cies, the growth or production of Canada, condi- 
tionally, that similar articles, the growth or pro- 
|}duction of the United States, shall also be ad- 
mitted into Canada on the same terms. 

Mr. Dix ieplie@™St length to the arguments 
of several Senators in opposition to the bill, 
made when it was before up for consideration. 

When Mr. Dix had concluded, Mr. Pearce 
rose and said, that as this was the first argument 
which had been made in favor of the bill, and 
there were some portions of the remarks of the 
Senator from New York, which required a re- 
ply, he moved that the bill be mfurmally passed 








motion of Mr. Pearce, the Vice Pres:dent was 
authorized to fill the vacancy. 


Hovse or Represenratives.—Several mo- 
tions to suspend the rules for various objects 
were negatived, when, 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, the House went 
into Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union, and resumed the consideration of the 
Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation Bill; Mr. 
Smith, of Indiana, in the Chair. 

The several amendments were disposed of in 
committee ; one in reference to mileage, having 
again led to an animated debate, involving tne 
accuracy of a recent statement by Mr. Greeley, 
in the New York Tribune, that he had noé voted 
for certain books, or if he had, that he had done 
so under misapprehension. The'amendment was 
ruled out of order by the Speaker, but the House 
reversed that decision. Mr. Greeley explained, 
and Messrs. Hudson and Darling were called up 
by Mr. Edwards, and stated that Mr. Greeley, 
previous to the appearance of this recent article 
in the Tribune, had admitted to them that he 
did vote for these books, and had justified his 
vole thereon. 

The bill was reported to the House, and most 
of the amendments adopted in committee con- 
curred in. That, however, fixyng the pay of 
members at $2,000 per annum, and their mile- 
age atten cenls per mile, was rejected. The 
bill was then read Ahe third lime and passed. 
Adjourned. 


Wednesday, January 24, 1849. 


In Senate.—Mr. Calhoun was again in his seat 
to-day, having nearly recovered from his recent 
indisposition. 

The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 
was received from the House, read twice and 
referred. 

Mr. Buller from the judiciary committeee, 
made a report on the memorial of Mr. O'Reilly, 
in reference to alleged injustice, connected with 
his telegraph operations, done him by Judge 
Monroe, of the District Court of the United States 
in one of the Western districts. The report re- 
commends that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the memorial, aud it 
was so ordered. 

Mr. Bright presented the resolutions of in- 
struction from the Legislature of Indiana, to her 
Senators and Represeutatives in Congress, against 
the pre-payment of postage on newspapers and 
for a reduction in the rates generally on the 
same. He remarked that his course here had 
been uniformly in accordance with the sentiments 
of these instructions, and that the changes desir- 
ed were embraced in the Postage Bill now belore 
the Senate. 

The Senate took up a resolution, previously 
submitied by Mr. Yulee, instituting an inquiry in- 
to the expediency of reducing the preseut mini- 
mum price of the * pine lands” in Florida. 

Mr. Yulee said that these lands, in Florida 
and some other States, were of a distinct charac- 
ler, requiring a distinct classification, and can 
never ve sold at $1 25 per acre. ‘Ihey were not 
suited to agricultural purposes, and could only be 
made useful for stock raising and in the produc- 
tion of naval stores. If reduced to 50 cents per 
acre, they may be made advantageous to the Na- 
vy Departmeut and increase the general wealth 
of the country. 

Afier some debate, Mr. Yulee modified his re- 
soiution so far as to inciude all similar jands in 
other States. 

The resol.tion as modified, was then agreed 
to. 

Mr. Houston presented a memorial from Tex- 
as, for the right of way, &c., for a Railroad from 
the Rio Grande to the Pacific. 

Mr. Cameron, from the committee on printing 


over, and it was so ordered. in ig in favor of printing 10,000 extra copies 


The deficiency Appropriation Bill was taken 
up, and the amendment by the House was agreed 
ta. So tbe bill was finally passed. 

The bill, giving the right of way toe the Mobile 
and Ohio Katiroad, through Alabama, was called 
up a second time aud passed. 

House Bill for the relief of Dan Drake Henrie 
was passed. 

Mr. Mason presented the credentials of Hon. 
A. P. Butler, re-elected to the United States Se- 
nate from South Carolina for six years from the 
4th Mareh next. 

The Vice President laid before the Senate the 
resignation of Hon. Sidney J. Breese-as one of the 











Regents of the Smithsuman lostitution, and, on 


oi the Patent Office Report, instead of 30,0U0, as 
heretofore proposed. Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, the 
memorial of citizens of Maryland, against the 
** small note’’ circulation of the District of Colum- 
bia, was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, the Senate then 
took up the bill for the admission of California 
as a State into the Union; and Mr. D., by per- 
mission, offered the substitute for the bill, of 
which he had before given notice, (providing that 
the Jaw shall go into etfecton the 4:h of July next, 
that a Convention shall at once assemble and 
form a constitution, &c. &c.) 

Mr. Turney offered an amendment to the first 
section, so as to include within the limits of the 
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new State the whole of Upper California, in 
order to avoid the necessity of legislating for a 
territorial government in regard to that portion 
not included by the bill. 

Mr. Foote also submitted his amendment to the 
bill—before reported. 

After considerable debate, the bill and amend- 
ments were referred to a select committe of 
seven. 

Mr. Foote obtained leave, to have referred to 
the same committee an amendment which he 
was preparing. 

On motion of Mr. Niles, the prior orders were 
then postponed, and the Senate again took up 
the bill, ** to reduce the rates of postage and for 
othes purposes.” 

The amendment immediately pending was 
that offered by Mr. Cameron, providing that 
newspapefs shall circulate free of postage with- 
in a circle of thirty miles from the office of pub- 
lication. 

Mr. Allen, of Ohio, made a speech of great 
length, and characterized by his usual ability. 
He expressed very decided sentiments tn favor 
of an untrammelled circulation of newspapers, 
dilating upon the peculiar and growing impor- 
tance of the public press. He was against the 
establishment of mail routes beyond the limits of 
the country, as proposed by the bill; and be- 
lieved that no authority existed for making con- 
tracts for the conveyance of the mail by ocean 
steamers. 

Mr. Niles made a short speech sustaining the 
bill, when, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


House or Representatives —Among the re- 
ports was one submitted by Mr. Hunt, of New 
York, Chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
providing for the extension of the Revenue Laws 
of the United States over Alta California. The 
bill having been considered and formally read 
twice, Mr. Hunt arose and said that the commit- 
tee bad instructed him to have the bill read a 
third time without delay. After a few further 
remarks by Mr. H., explaining the necessity of 
its speedy passage, the bill was read through. It 
provides for the establishment of three ports of 
entry, and the appointment of three Collectors, 
and also for the irial of all cases arising under 
the Revenue Laws in the Circuit Courts of Loui- 
siana or Oregon. 

Mr. Hall, of Missouri, made a few pertinent 
remarks in opposition to the bill. It favored 
commercial and mabulacturing men, and not the 
people of California. First, let them give the 
Californians a government, and then it would be 
iime enough to send the Revenue Laws. 

Mr. Brown, of Miss., advocaied the passage 
of the biil forthwith, and poiuted out its advan- 
lazes. 

Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, followed, and took 
bold ground against framing any law or govern- 
ment for California. ‘That rich country was not 
ours yet. It had not been paid for. He, for 
one, had given no vole recognizing California as 
ours. , 

Mr. Morse, of Louisiana, made a few remarks 
in Opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Root, of Ohio, replied to Mr. Morse, and 
spoke in opposition to the bill. He wondered 
that the gentieman from New York, who had re- 
ported the bill, (Mr. Hunt) should expect to get 
through Congress such a bill without having the 
Wilmot Proviso attached to it. He gave way to 

Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, who proceeded in 
an eloquent strain to express sentiments differ- 
ing from those which had been expressed oy the 
gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Stephens.) Cali- 
fornia, be said, Was no treasure to be thrown 
away. ‘lranquillily, he said, would be better 
preserved by the maintenance of generous feel- 
ings in all quarters, than by any indulgence in 
invective. 

Some further debate of no interest ensued, af- 
ter which Mr. Root resumed his remarks. He 
was decidedly in favor of improving California, 
now we bad it. Mr. R. having concluded, the 
bill was referred to the Commitiee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, the 
House then resolved itseif into Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union, Mr. Toombs, 
of Georgia, chairman, and proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the Army Appropriation Bill. 

Mr. Smart, of Me., here made a speech, treat- 
ing especiaily of the question of slavery in the 
territories. 

Mr. Rockwell, of Conn-, followed, and occu- 
pied an hour in reviewing and criticising the 


Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
—in particular that part of it referring to the 
tariff, to treasury notes, the purchase of the 
loan, &e. 

The Committee then rose and reported pro- 
gress, Mr. Pollock, of Penn., securing the floor 
for to-morrow. 





On motion, the House adjourned. 


Gortr’s Reso.ution.—The annexed abstract of 
the proceedings in the House of Representatives on 
the 10th inst., for which a very brief synopsis was 
substituled, were prepared for publication at the re- 


gular period, but mislaid: 

The Speaker announced as the first business 
in order, the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution of Mr. Golt, instructing the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, to 
bring in a bill providing for the abolishment 
of the slave trade therein, was passed. 

Mr. Wentworth claimed the floor, and was 
about to proceed with some remarks-when he 
was interrupted by a request to yield the floor 
for the purpose of allowing Mr. Stewart, of Michi 
gan, and Mr. Lincoln, of Mass., to read certain 
amendments proposed to be offered to the reso- 
lution, in case the motion for reconsideration 
prevailed. The amendments were severally 
read; after which Mr. Wentworth renewed the 
motion previously made to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

And the question being taken on Mr. Went- 
worth’s motion, the vote stood, 80 yeas, and 120 
nays. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
reconsider, when Mr. McLane addressed the 
House, declaring that so far as the District was 
referred to as a part of Maryland, the foreign 
Slave trade (as it was termed) had been abo- 
lished. One of the earliest enactments of the 
new State was a law prohibiting the slave trade. 
The great evil also of increasing the slave popu- 
lation of the State by the introduction of slaves 
from other States was prohibited. The most 
stringent restrictions were imposed upon their 
introduction under every circumstance, and the 
negro, who was brought there, to be sold out of 
that State, or to be held there illegally, gained 
his release—not a res'oration to his old master, 
but his freedom, his emancipation. This was 
the law of Maryland; and, he added, he was 
ready now, and always would be ready, to pro- 
hibit any where in this Union any other slave 
trade, than that which was involved in the re- 
cognition of slaves withiu a State as property. 
Mr. McLane was warm in his denunciation of the 
agitation of this question, said that he had told 
his people, that looking at the origin of the 
movement here, and at the objects of the agita- 
tors of it, he found it all in hands which were 
not entitled certainly to command prima facie the 
respect of the country. 

In continuation, Mr. McLane said he would not 
vote for a law prohibiting the slave trade in the 
District, as that would be tantamount to the abo- 
lition of slavery; but, inasmuch as the laws of 
Maryland at the time the District was ceded, 
prohibited slaves being brought into the State for 
sale, Congress should exercise some municipal 
or police power over the District in regard 
thereto, 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, followed in a speech 
opposing slave traffic in the District, and de- 
nouncing the agitation of fanatics on the subject 
of the existence of slavery there. He believed 
slavery to be a local institution, with which Con- 
gress had noright to interfere. And, to an in- 
lerrogatory question by Mr. Giddings—if he de- 
sired a continuance of slavery there—he replied 
that his views were weil known there and at 
home. When the proper time arrived, he was 
ready to act, but would say he was opposed to 
leaving the decision of the matter to the free 
or slave negroes of the District. 

Mr. Sawyer condemned the agitation of the 
subject, and moved the previous question, which 
was sustained, - The question of reconsideration 
was then taken, and announced to be yeas 119, 
nays 81. 

A motion by Mr. Botts to lay the original re- 
solution on the table was just, by a vote uf yeas 
94, nays 110. 

The subject was then laid over for the time, 
and the House adjourned. 





Mr. Greevery’s Lanp Bitt.—The following 





- 


duced into the House of Representatives on the 
15th December, entitled “a bill to discourage 
speculation in the public lands, and to secure 
homes thereon to actual settlers and cultivators.” 
The bill was read, and referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 


Section 1. From the 15th of April next, any 
person of lawful age may file in the Land Office a 
claim of pre-emption to any unoccupied quarter 
section or less sub-division of the public lands, 
which shall have been duly surveyed and offered 
for sale, at the minimum price. Provided, That 
such claimant shall not be the owner of any other 
land, and willswear that it is his intention to 
cultivate the land he describes in his claim. 

Sec. 2 The claimant shall have legal posses- 
sion for seven years, within which time he may 
purchase the land at $1 25 per acre. 

Sec. 3. Under certain circumstances, any per- 
son who shall make affidavit that he or she fully 
intends to reside thereon, for life, shall receive 
a certificate entitling him, without limitation of 
time, to any sub-division of forty acres or less, 
of land described in the warrant. The bill pro- 
vides for lands held by married women, married 
men, widows, infants, &c. 

Sec. 4. After the seven years, the whole or 
part ofthe land claimed by warrant, may revert 
to the United States, unless paid for or taken on 
certificate. 

Sec. 5. No warrant or certificate shall issue to 
any person notof legal age, nor to any idivt or 
insane person. 

Sec. 6. Persons applying for certificates, shall 
make an affidavit that they desire such land for 
occupation ; and to all who do not do this the 
minimum price shall be five dollars. 

Sec. 7. Provides for the punishment of perjury. 

Sec. 8. All acts inconsistent with this are re- 
pealed. 


Inp1an Ternitrory.—A bill to provide for the 
organization of the Indian Territory west of the 
Mississippi River has been presented in the House 
of Representatives, and read twice. The bill sets 
apart all the territory lying between the Missouri 
and Platte Rivers, east of Arkansas and Missouri, 
to be occupied exclusively by the various Ludian 
tribes, and to be called The Indian Territory. 
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Cauirornia GoL_p.— Official :— Extract of a let 
ter from Thomas O. Larkin Esq., late Consul, and 
now Navy Agent of the United Staies, to the Sec- 
retary of State, dated at Monterey, November 16, 


1848: 


The digging and washing forgold continues 
to increase on the Sacramento placer, so far as 
regards the number of persons engaged in the 
business, and the size and quantity of the metal 
daily obtained. I have had in my hands several 
pieces of gold, about twenty-three carats five, 
weighing from one to two pounds, and have it 
from good authority that pieces have been found 
weighing sixteen pounds. Indeed, Ll have heard 
of one specimen that weighed twenty-five pounds. 
There are many men at the placer, who in June 
last had not one bundred dollars, now in posses- 
sion of from five to twentry thousand dollars, 
which they made by digging gold and trading 
with the ladians. Several, 1 believe, have made 
more. 


A common calico shirt, or even a silver dollar, 
has been tuken by an Indian for gold, without 
regard to size; and a half to one ounce of gold 
—sa* $8 \o $l6—is now considered the price of 
aishirt, while from three to ten ouncés is the price 
of a blanket. One hundred dollarsja day for seve- 
ral days in suceession, was and is considered a 
common renumeration for the labor of a gold- 
digger, though few work over a month al a 
time, as the fatigue is very great. From July to 
October, one half of the gold hunters have been 
afflicted either with the ague and fever or the in- 
termittent fever, and twenty days’ absence from 
the placer during those months, is necessary to 
escape these deseases. There has not, however, 
been many fatal cases. The gold is now solid, 
from the smallest imaginable piece in size to 
pieces of one pound in weight, at $16 per troy 
ounce for all the purposes of commerce; but 
those who are under the necessity of raising coin 
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accept from $10 to $1] per ounce. All the coin 
in Califorma is likely to be locked up in the cus- 
tom-house, es the Jast tariff of our Congress is 
in force here in regard to the receipt of money. 

Could you know the value of the California 

pines as] know it, you would think you had 
een instrumental in obtaining a most splendid 
purchase for our country, to put no other con- 
siruction on the Jate treaty. 

The placer is known to be two or three hun- 
dred miles Jong; and as discoveries are constant- 
ly being made, it may prove 1,000 miles in length 
—in fact, itis, not counting the intermediate 
miles, yet unexplored. From five toten millions 
of gold must be our export this and next year. 
How many more years this state of things will 
continue, 1 cannot say. You may wonder why 1 
continue my correspondence! | answer, from 
habit, and your many remarks of the iulerest 
you take in my letters. 


Extracts of letters from Commodore Thomas Ap 
Catesty Jones to the Secretary of the Navy, dated at 
Bay of Monierey, Cal., from on board of flag-ship 
Ohio. 

[ No. 34 ] Oct. 25, 1848. 


Nothing, sir, can exceed the deplorable state 
of things in all Upper California at this time, 
growing out of the maddening effects of the gold 
mania. ] am sorry to say that even in this squad- 
ron sume of the officers are a little tainted, and 
have manifested restlessness under moderate re- 
sirictions imperiously demanded by the exigen- 
cies of the times, as you will perceive by the en- 
closed paper, addressed to three of the Jieute- 
nants. Jum, however, happy to say that I have 
not been disappointed in the good effects of the 
meahs employed to prevent desertion, and to 
maintain order in the squadron, as but one de- 
serlion has taken place since the rush of eight 
from this ship on the evening of the 18th inst.; 
and that the views and opinions of the few offi- 
cers who were skeptical as to the right or effica- 
cy of the meacs employed to prevent offeuces 
and to punish crime have undergone a most fa- 
vorable change, whereby I shail be enabled to 
keep on this coast until the whirlwind of anar- 
chy and confusion coniounded is superseded by 
the establishment of some legal government po- 
tert enough to enforce law and to protect life 
and property, which at this time is in great jeo- 
pardy everywhere oulside our bulwarks. 


[No. 35.]° * ‘ov. 1, 1848. 


By Lieutenant Lanman, who left here on the 
26th ult., in the ship * Izaak Walton,” for the 
coast of Peru, where he expected to intercept 
the Panama sleamers, | forwarded several com- 
munications acquainting you with my movements 
up to that date, which | hope you will receive 
early, and that they may prove satisfactory. 

The enclosed extract from my last letter (No. 
34) will convey the unpleasant tidings of the 
uller prostration of all jaw and order in our Ca- 
lilornia possessions, brought about by the extra- 
ordinary developments of gold in this vicinity. 


[.No. 36.] Nov. 2, 1848. 


Sir: In my letter No. 24, from La Paz, | re- 
commended the retention on this coast of all the 
cruising ships of the Pacific squadron, and poiut- 
ed out how they could be kept in repair and 
manned without returning round Cape Horn to 
the Atlantic States. When that recommenda. 
tion was made, | had no conception of the state 
of things in Upper California. For the pre- 
sent, and | fear tor years to come, it will be im- 
possible for the United States to maintain any 
naval or military establishment in California ; a3 
at present, no bope of reward or feer of punish- 
mentis sufficient to make binding any cuntract 
between man and man upon the soil of Calior- 
nia. ‘To send troops out bere would be neediess, 
for they would immediately desert. To show 
what chance there is for apprehending deserters, 
I enclose an advertisement which has been wide- 
ly circulated for a fortnight, but without bring- 
ing ina single deserter. Among the deserters 
from the squadron are some of the best petty 
officers and seaman, having but few months to 
serve, and darge balances due them, amounting in 
the aggregate to over fen thousand dollars. 

a « * . 2 

There is a great deficiency of coin in the coun- 
try, and especially io the mines ; the traders, by 
\ukiog advantage of the pressing necessity of the 
digger, hol unirequenily compeiling him to sell 
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fifty cents per ounce, of Indians. To this state of 
dependence laboring miners are now subjected, 
and must be until coin is more abundant. Disease, 
congestive and intermittent fever, is making great 
havoc among the diggers, as they are almost des- 
titute of food and raiment, and, for the most 
part, without houses of any kind to protect them 
from the inclement season now at hand. 

The commerce of this coast may be said to be 
entirely cut off by desertion. No sooner does a 
merchant ship arrive in any of the ports of Ca- 
lifornia, than all hands leave her; in some in- 
stances captain, cook, and all. At this moment, 
there are a number of merchant ships thus aban- 
doned at San Francisco, and such will be the 
fate of all that subsequently arrive. The master 
of the ship * Izaak Walton,” that brought stores 
for the squadron to this port, offered, without suc- 
cess, $50 per month to Callao, and thence $20 per 
month home, to disbanded volunteers, not seamen. 
We were obliged at last to supply him with four 
men whose terms of service were drawing to a 
close.* This state of things is not confined to 
California alone. Oregon is fast depopulating ; 
her inhabitants pour into the gold diggings, and 
foreign residents and runaway sailors from the 
Sandwich Islands, are arriving by every vessel 


that approaches this coast. 
* * * * * 


The following letter is from William Rich, 4. P. 
U. S. .4., addressed to General Tuwson, P. M. U. 
S. 4., and dated from Monterey, ( California, ) Oc- 
tober 23, 1848 : 


General :—I arrived here on the 18th inst. from 
San Diego, and have paid the four companies of 
the Ist New York regiment in full, and they have 
all started for the gold mines. The three com- 
panies composing the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Burton are now here, and will be mus- 
tered oul to-day or to-morrow, and paid by Major 
Hill immediately, as the residents are extremely 
anxious to get rid of them: they have the place 
in their power. Nearly all the men of company 
* F,” 3rd artillery have deserted. We have the 
Ohio, Warren, Dale, Lexington, and Southamp- 
ton in port, but they cannot land a man, as they 
desert as soon as they set footon shore. ‘I'ne on- 
ly thing the ships could do in case of an outbreak, 
would be to fire upon the town. The volunteers 
at Santa Barbara, Los Angelos, &c., behaved 
very well—no murmuring or difficuities of any 


| kind with them ; they complained that they were 


not allowed travelling allowance. 

The funds from Mazatlan have at last reached 
here: the amount is $130,000. It arrived very 
opportunely, as we have expended nearly all we 
had. ‘The amount is a yreat deal more than will 
be required, as there are al present but two com- 
panies in California—one of Ist dragoons, the 
other of 3d artillery ; the Jatter reduced to a 
mere skeleton by desertion, and the former in a 
fair way toshare the same fate. I should sup- 
pose $20,000 would be sufficient to pay the pre- 
sent force (provided the companies are filled up) 
fur a year. Treasury notes are good for voting 
now ; bills on the United States could not be ne- 
gotiated on any terms. Gold dust can be pur- 
chased for eight or ten doliars the ounce, and it 
is said to be worth $18 in the Untied States; con- 
sequently all remittances are made in it. 

Colonel Mason and most of the army officers 
are at Fort Sutter. Commodore Jones thinks it 
would be very imprudent to bring the public 
funds on shore, except io such sums as may be 
required for immediate use. He does not like to 
leave a ship here, on account of the diflicuity of 
keeping the men. ® : e * 

‘The gold fever rages as bad‘ as ever, and the 
quantity collected bus not diminished, but m- 
creased. Provisions, clothing, and ail the neces- 
saries of life, are at most exorbitant prices. 
Living was always expensive in tuis country, 
but now it passes ali reason—board four dollars 
per day, washing five to six dollars per dozen, 
Merchants’ cietks are receiving trom §1,8UU to 
$3,000 per annum salary! Whatthe government 
wili-do for civil officers, Ido not kuow. Sala- 
ries will have to correspond with the times. The 
fey of governors, judges, &c., as allowed in the 

wited States, will hardly compare with that paid 
to salesmen and shop clerks here. 

I am, sir, respecttully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM RiCH, A. P. U.S. A. 
Gen. N: Towson, Paymaster General U.S. A., 
Washington, D. C. 


* Our ships are all short of their complements ; the 
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Massacuusetts .—-Legislature.--On the 9th inst., 
the joint Committee to count the votes for Gove- 
nor and Lieutenant Governor made report, as 
follows : 


Governor. Lieut. Governor. 
Total No. votes 124.055 ‘Total No. votes 124,087 





Majority 62028 Majority 62,044 
G. N. briggs had 61,640 John Reed had 61,361 
S. C. Philips 36011 John Mills 35,801 
C. Cushing 25,323 H.W. Cushman 26,670 
F. Robinson 475 H. W. Cushing 92 
All others 606 ~All others 163 


Neither of the candidates for Governor or 
Lieutenant Governor having a majority of the 
whole number of votes given, the House of Re- 
presentatives, in conformity to the Constitution, 
selected George N. Briggs and Stephen C. Phil- 
lips as the Constitutional candidates for Gover- 
nor, and John Reed and Jotn Mills as the Con- 
stitutional candidates for Lieutenant Governor, 
and appointed a Committee to communicate the 
result to the Senate. 

The Senate thereupon elecied George N. 
Briggs, as Governor, and John Reed, as Lieu- 
tenant Governor, having received the whole 
number of votes present. 

Ebenezer Bradbury, of Newburyport, was cho- 
sen on the 1Q:h inst., Treasurer and Receiver 
General, and William B. Calhoun, re-elected Se- 
And, on the 
same day, the Governor delivered his address to 
the two Houses assembled in Couvention, from 
which we make,the following extracts: 

Exordium.—In 17380, the Constitution, under 
which we have assembled, and which we have 
sworn to support, was adopted by the people of 
this Commonwealth. The first Iuegislature as- 
sembled in October of that year. Si.ce that 
time sixty-nine successive bodies of men, ciotied 
with the power of making laws, have met to de- 
liberate and act for the public good. More than 
fifty of those legislative councils have assembied 
in this time-honored hall. Under the principles 
of this Constitution, which was one of the ear- 
liest adopted in our family of sister republics, 
and under the broad agis of the North American 
Union, her people have been prosperous and hap- 
py. All honor to those true and patrioue men, 
who made our frame of government, and to those 
who, from time to time since ils establishment, 
have exercised the powers conferred by it, upon 
its different departments ! 

Finances.—The receipts into the Treasury, the last 
yeor, including $6,134 77 on hand Jan. 1, 1343, and 
$45,509 fur the Western Railroad stuck suld, amoun- 
ted tu $560,029 56 
And the expenditures to 543,014 97 





Leaving a balance, on Ist Jan., 1849, of $11,354 59 





The resources of the Commonwealth, on the 
lst day of January, consisted of: 


10,000 shares of Western Railroad 


Siock, (vld) $1,000,000 00 

134 do do. do (new) 13,400, Ou 
Dividends due Ist January, on-11,764 

shares Western Railroad stoek 47,056 00 
Value of 10,000 shares, above cost, 5vV,000 00 
House in Hancock street, No. 12 12,500 00 
Notes tor land in Maine 1,783 Ov 
South Bostun Assuciation shares 1,500 v0 


Western Railroad Stock Sinking Fund 525,500 00 





Making $1,651,744 00 
The debt of the Commonwealth is fur— 


Western Railroad scrip $995,000 00 
Temporary loans and 


interest 26,027 64 
Balance of note to Wes- 
tern Railroad Corpo- 
raion 16,106 03 
Rolis and warrants of 
recent date unpaid 1,815 64 
———— —s- 1,038,949 36 





Leaving a balance ia favor of the 


Siate of $612,794 64 
To this should be added cash on 
hand, January 1, 1849 11,300 00 





Making $624,094 64 





Nothing has occurred to render it probable, 
thatthe State will ever be called upon to pay 
any Of the liabilities which it has heretofore as- 
sumed for certain railroad corporations. 

Pauper System.—The rolis of accounts for the 
last year amount to more than 99,000 dollars, 
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nearly the whole of which is for the support of 
state paupers. This large and increasing ex- 
pense demands of the Legislature the considera- 
tion of a remedy against its continuance. ‘The 
most obvious remedy seems to be, to transfer the 
charge, for the maintenance of this class of pau. 
pers, from the State, to the several towns in 
which they may become chargeable. It cannot 
be doubted, that, if the towns, instead of the 
State, had to pay for their support, the annual 
amount would be very considerably reduced. 
Whulst the really necessitous and suffering poor 
would not be neglected, the undeserving and the 
idle would be more likely to be turned away. 

The question of settiement, which makes a 
town liable for the support of a pauper, is an ar- 
bitrary one, depending upon statute law. If the 
subject was to be discussed de novo, it would not 
seem to be a self-evident proposition, that, for any 
one of the reasons set forth in the statute, a town 
should be made liable for the support of a family 
of paupers, Whose grandfather happened to come | 
withiv any of the conditions for gaining a settle- 
ment within the town, though ail the paupers 
may have been born in another town, when, if 
that grand- parent had not come within those con- 
ditions, they would have been chargeable upon 
the State. Itis a subject entirely for your con- 
sideration, and its importance calls for careful 
discussion and deliberation® 


In noticing the increase of expenditure last 
year of $25,UU0 over that of the preceding year 
on account of the protracted session of the Le- 
gislature, the Governor expresses the hope that 
ibis eause of increased expenditure will not again 





occur, at least during the present century. ‘The | 
present low state of the Militia system is noticed, | 
and the attention of the Legislature called to it. 
The Judiciary system netds some revision, and 
an increase of the salaries of the Judges of the 
Courts of Common Pleas is recommended, so as 
to secure the permanent services of able, upright, 
and competent men in that branch of the judicial 
cepartment, 


Deaf and Dumb, Blind, and Insane hi.stitutes.— | 
The various public institutions which are whoily, | 
ori) part, under the direction and patronage of | 
lhe State, are successiully fulfilling ine purposes | 
ol their creation, dispensing benefits and happi-| 
ness lo the objects of their care, and refi. cung | 
credit upon the Commonwealth. 

‘Tat sympathy and aid, which, by the provi- 
sions of our jaws, are extended to those unlortu- 
bale ones, from whom, by the ordivance of an in- 
scrultable Providence, the musie of sound and the 
beauties of light are shut out, and to the sill 
more vfflicted ones, who ure bi reft of reason, are 
in haruony with the spirit of the age, and weil 
calculated to evoke the blessings of Heaven up- 
Ob a people who cheeriully turnish the means 
lor their coutiuuance. 

Under the Resolves passed on the eighth day 
of May 1848, concerning traming and teaching 
idiots, arrangements have been made with Dr, 
Howe, the Principal of the Perkins Institution 
and Massachusetis Asyium for the Blind, for re- 
ceiving aud teaching teu idiot children, accord- 
ing to the terms of those Resolves. This new 
experiment ib our Country, lor elevating and im- 
provibg another class of depressed and neglected 
icilow Deings 18 in progress. If it succeeds, and 
there are encouragig indications that-it may, 
humanity will gam another trophy by the labors 
Ol the distinguished philanthropist at the-head of 
that imstitulion, Whose patient and unceasimg ei- 
lorts enabled him to ComusUnicate, to the aark- 
ened Wwlellect Of that interesting prodigy of hu- 
mau tature, Laura Bridgman, the treasures of 
instruction abd Knowledge, uawed by ligut, or 
sould, or speech, 


State Prison.— The deficit in the receipts of the 
Jast year to cover the expenses, is about 94,00U 
‘Lhe administration of its allairs is pronounced to 
be careiul, however, and judicious, as heretolore. 


Reform in the Penal Code.—The subject oi 
pepai Jaws bas occupied very much of the public 
altention of vale, iu our own, aud in other coun- 
tries. ‘lhe discussions upon it have led to their 
amelioration in most civilized “and Christian 
States. The reformation of offenders, as one 
ol the ends of punishment, has entered more intu 
modern, han it did iuto more ancient, codes ol 
penal jurisprudence. The nuwber of capital 
vile,ces has Deen greatly reduced, and, in some 
grVei ments, Capial punishments bave been ab- 








rogated. io our own Commonwealth, the num- 


ber of crimes now punishable by death is four. 
On former occasions, I have called the attention 
of the Legislature to this subject, and recom- 
mended the propriety of abolishing the punish- 
ment of death, except in cases of wilful murder. 
It seems to me, that the reasons for such an al- 
teration of our penal laws are every year gain- 
ing strength. Evidently, there is a strong cur- 
rent of public sentiment running in that direc- 
tion. That bias in the public mind has produced, 
and i3 producing, a great deal of embarrassment 
in the criminal proceedings in our courts of jus- 
tice, manifesting itself in disagreements of juries, 
and, not unfrequently, in the acquittal of persons 
charged with capital offences, when they would 
probably have been convicted, if the penalty, fol- 
lowing conviction, had been less severe. | am 
satisfied, that such a change in existing laws as 
will make only murder in the first degree pun- 
ishable with death, and subject the other crimes, 
now made capital, to imprisonment for a long 
term of years, or for life; would meet with the 
public approbation, lead to the more certain 
puvishment of crimes, and increase the safety 
of the community. 

State Reform School —On the first day of No- 
vember last, the * buildings of the State Reform 
School,” at Westborough, in the county of Wor- 
cester, were ** prepared and ready for occupan- 
cy.” Since they were opened, twenty-three 
buys have been received, and placed under the 
care of the superintendent, Those buildings are 
erected on a farm containing about two hundred 
acres of valuable land, which was purchased for 
the purpose by the money of some generous and 
unknown donor. They are tasteful in their style 
of architecture, well and permanently construc- 
ted. When finished, there will be room for 
three hundred boys; at present, but one hundred 
can be accommodated. Standing upon a pleasant 
eminence, they overlook a beautilul lake, which 
is embraced within the limits of the farm. ‘he 
object of this noble institution is entirely for the 
instruction and reformation of juvenile offenders. 
So far as I am informed, itis the first institu- 


}tion upon this continent, established exclusively 


by a State, for the reclamation of its erring chil- 
dren. 

By the provisions of the law under which this 
school has been established, ** When any boy un- 
der the age of sixteen years, shall be convicted 
of any offence known to the laws of this Com- 
mouwealth, and punishable by imprisonment, 
other than such as may be punished by imprison- 
ment ior life, the court, or justice, as the case 
may be, belore whom such conviction shall be 
tad, may, at their discretion, sentence such boy 
to the State Reform School, or to such punish- 
ment as is now provided by law for the same 
offence ; and, if tue sentence shall be tu the Siale 
Retorm School, then it shall be in the alternative, 
to the State Reform School, or to such punish- 
ment as would have been awarded, if this act 
had not been passed.” ‘The trustees of the school 
way either refuse to receive a boy sent there 
under the sentence of the court, or, after he has 
been received, for causes set forth in the act, 
order him to be commutted to prison according 
to the terms of the alternative sentenee of the 
court. “ ‘Ihe trustees are also empowered to 
bind out any boys committed to their charge, 
for any time during the period for which they 
shall have been committed, as apprentices or 
servants, to any inhabitants of this Common- 
wealth.” ‘* And whenever any boy shall be dis- 
charged, by the expiration of his term of com- 
mitment, or as 1eiormed, or as having arrived 
at the age of twenty-one years, such discharge 
shall be a full and comnplete release from ali pe- 
nalties and disabilities, which may have been 
created by his sentence.” itis made the duty 
of “the trustees to cause the boys under their 
charge to be instructed in piety and morality, 
and im such branches of uselul knowledge as 
shall be adapted to their age and capacity ;” 
‘* they shali also instruct them im some regular 
course ol jJabor, either mechanical, manulactu- 
ring, agricultural, or horticultural ;” also, ** such 
other arts and trades as may seew to them best 
adapted to secure the reformation, amendment, 
and future benefit of the boys.” 

Before the passage of this Jaw, stamped with 
the impress of benevolence, the courts, before 
whom voys of the most tender age were convict- 
ed of crithes, were compelled to send them either 
lo prison, or to the House of Correction, in either 
case, to be further corrupted, by coming in con 
tact with men familiar with atrocities, and har- 
deued in guilt. By the provisions of this law, 
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humanity has opened the door by which the 
magistrate may enable those infant offenders to 
escape from utter ruin. Many of these boys be- 
long to families, whose homes are the gloomy 
abodes of dissipation, vice, and impurity, and to 
parents, in whose bosoms intemperance and crime 
have choked the voice of nature. Others, with- 
out parents, or homes, spend their days in the 
midst of temptations, and their nights in prow- 
ling about the Fanes and streets, or in the com- 
mission of petty offences, which, if not detected 
and punished, will be the sure precursors of 
more aggravated transgressions. From these 
hot-beds of sin, in which all their young faculties 
have been forced to an unnatural developement 
for evil, these miserable children are rescued by 
the sentence of the courts, transferred to the nur- 
sery of instruction, mdustry and virtue, placed 
under the discipline and care of faithful and 
kind teachers, at the expiration of their time of 
commitment, to go out without the legal stamp 
of guilt upon them, and, in the language of the 
law, which thus deals with them, ‘ with the op- 
portunity of becoming intelligent, moral, useful 
and happy citizens of this Commonwealth.” By 
the blessing of Heaven, may this experiment of 
the Commonwealth, to reform and benefit these 
juvenile delinquents, be successful! Tat liberal 
benefactor, whose munificent char.ty, of more 
than twenty-two thousand dollars, has so emi- 
nently contributed to the establishment of this 
institution, is entitled ts, and will receive, the 
thanks of his fellow-citizens, and the lasting 
gratitude of those who will reap the fruits of his 
benefaction. . 

Education.—The cause of education, and com- 
mon schools, is steadily advancing, with the 
other pursuits and interests of the Common- 
wealth. The importance and magnitude of this 
cause cannot be overrated. Sad indeed would 
be the day, when the busy, teeming population 
of Massachusetts should neglect the moral and 
intellectual education of their children, and when 
school houses and churches shall cease to be the 
objects of their affection and solicitude. As well 
might the husbandman, in opening spring, put up 
his fences, repair and paint his buildings, set out 
his shade-trees, and ornament his pleasure- 
grounds, but utterly neglect to prepare the earth, 
and put in the seed for the crops. ‘The delusion 
would not be greater, nor the ultimate conse- 
quences half so disastrous, as for parents and 
legislators to neglect to provide the most am- 
ple means within their powér, for the moral and 
intellectual culture of the immortal minds of the 
children committed to their care. If the far- 
mer carelessly jets the spring-time pass, without 
committing the seed to the earth, the opporiunily 
of receiving a harvest is lost for the whole year. 
Ihe error cannotte repaired. After that the 
genial showers and warmth are nothing to that 
sluggard husbandman, and the ripening sun of 
autumn shines upon him in vain. Ii those, to 
whom is committed the care of the young, per- 
mit the spring-time of childhood and youth to 
pass away, without sowing the seeds of kuow- 
ledge and virtue in their tender minds, the op- 
portunity will be forever lost. A manhood of 
ignorance aud vice, and an old age of hopeless 
desolation, will be the consequence. The his- 
tory of Massachusetts, from wwe days of the Pil- 
grims to the present time, repels the idea, that 
her government, or people are chargeable with 
the madness and folly of neglecting the educa- 
tion of their children. dn the report of the 
Board of Education for 1848, the most convinc- 
ing proof is furnished, that, within the last 
twelve years, the influence of the Board, the ac- 
tion of the Normal Schools, and the services of 
their Secretary, have given an impulse to popu- 
lar education, the most gratifying toits friends aud 
benefictal to the public. During that time, there 
has been a gradual increase of the proportion of 
the whole number of children in tue Common- 
wealth, who attend schools, the annual amount 
appropriated for the support of common schools 
has been doubled, and more than two mullions 
of doliars have been expended in school districts, 
for repairing and building school houses. These 
are cheering and important facts, and they clear- 
ly indicate the increasing interest which the 
people take im the sacred cause of education, — 

In bringing this subject to your allention, it 
cannot be necessary fur melo press upon your 
consideration, the weighty and indespensable ob- 
ligations, which rest upon every public officer in 
tue Commonwealth, to usehis personal intluence, 
and his olficial power, for the support and pros- 
perity of a cause, the success of which iuvelves 
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all that is respectable, great and glorious, in the 
character of the State, and all that is useful and 
desirable in the present and future condition of 
her people. 

Slavery Question.—By the treaty, recently con- 

cluded between the United States and the Re- 
public of Mexico, a large extent of territory was 
ceded to this country. This new and almost 
boundless acquisition has raised a question of 
vast interest to the whole Union, to freedom and 
humanity. Shall the institution of slavery be 
extended over this new territory, or shall it re- 
main, as it now 1s,free? This is a sectional 
question, arraying the people of the slave states 
on the one side, and the people of the free states 
op the other. Though there may be exceptions 
to the universality of this local division, it 1s so 
much so, as to invest the question with all the im- 
portance which belongs to that class of subjects. 
lt should be met with kindness, candor, and firm- 
ness. Reason is not aided by passion, or truth 
by violence. Massachusetts occupies no equivo- 
cal position upon this subject. From the first 
intimation, that it was the purpose of those who 
conducted the affairs of the general government, 
to obtain from Mexico, by conquest or by treaty, 
any partof her territory, the people of Massa- 
chusetts, in every form by which their views 
could be properly expressed, have declared their 
opposition to alP such designs, and avowed their 
unalterable determination, if such designs should 
be carried into effect, to :esist, by every legal and 
constitutional means within their power, the ex- 
tension of slavery over the whole, or any part, of 
the territory, that might be thus acquired. 

‘The executive communications to the Legisla- 
ture, and the official proceedings of that body for 
several years past, will show what have been the 
opinions of her State government on this subject. 
And the uniform, firm, and consistent course of 
her delegation, in both branches of Congress, 
during the same period of time, will sbow iow 
entirely they have harmonized in opinon with the 
different brunches of their government at home. 
No one can doubt, I think, that the course of 
their public functionaries at home, and in Con- 
gress, bas truly reflected the views of the people 
of the Commonwealth. 

Now that a vast domain has béen added to the 
Republic, and the exciting question which the 
friends of is acquisition Knew must be met, if 
they carried Oul their purpose, has come upon us, 
it becomes us lo Mailpiain Our position with un- 
flinching firmness, and with entire respect for 
those who may differ from us, and with the de- 
termination never to violate the constitutional 
rights of any sister stale. Seven new slave 
states have been admitted into the Union, formed 
out of territories which did not belong to the 
United Staies, at the time of the adoption of the 
Constitution. The territories out of which those 
states have been formed, were acquired, accord- 
ing to the opinion of Mr. Jefferson, under » hose 
administration the first purchase was made, and 
of other eminent statesmen, without being au- 
thorized by the Constitution. The Constitution 
never could have been adopted with such a pow- 
er expressed ip it. It is now more than inti- 
mated, that the exclusion of slavery {rom the 
free territory recently ebtained from Mexico, 
would endanger the Union. This intimation 
comes from that section of the country, where 
the number of slave states has been aiready in- 
creased irom six to filteen. Indications not to 
be misunderstood authorize the beliel, that the 
people of the free states have resolved, that 
slavery is not to be extended over any territory 
belonging to the Unicn where it does nol now 
exist. Jt is gratitying to know, that, among 
those who take this ground, there are many who 
lent their i: fluence, and gave their support, to 
measures which led to the acquisition of new 
territory, and have brought the present question 
before the country. 

Of the propriety and constitutionality of the 
action of Congress to probibut the extension ol 
slavery over the territory of the United States, 
and its existence in the States which may be 
formed out of such territory, we have the bright 
and noble example set by ine sages of the Ke- 
public, in the passage of the ordinance of 1737, 
vy which slavery and involuotary servitude were 
furever excluded from the terrilury vorthwest of 
the Obio River. The wisdom of that ordinance 
13 justified by the rising and brilliant destiny of 
the five iree States now covering the broad and 
rich domain over which its beneficent provisions 
ure extended forever, The freedom aud prospe- 
rity of these States will be enduring testimonials 


of the far-seeing patriotism of those statesmen, 
who, without regard to personal or local inte- 
rests, originated and consummated that illus- 
trious act. The first mover of that ordinance 
was Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia, and it was 
finally passed, with the concurrence of a large 
majority of the slaveholding States. The great 
principles which it proclaimed have been sanc- 
tioned by nearly every President and every Con- 
gress sincesthe adoption of the Federal Constitu- 
lion. Congress, at its last session, and the pie- 
sent Chief Magistrate of the United States, up- 
held its constitutional validity, by ingrafting its 
provisions oY the act creating the territorial 
government OY Oregon. Should Congress, at the 
present session, fail to extend it over the whole 
of the newly acquired territory, their immediate 
successors will have it to do; and to the Presi- 
dent elect will belong the honor of carrying out 
the principles of Washington and the early Pre- 
sidents, whose example he has avowed his in- 
tention of following, by giving to it the sanction 
of his official approval. ‘The first pelitical sen- 
liment in the heart of the people of this Repub- 
lic, is that of undying attachment to the Union ;. 
and, with that, is the settled and resolute pur- 
pose of maintaining, in all its parts, the Consti- 
tution under which that Union :s cemented, and 
has become powerlul and glorious. But so deep 
and universal is the conviction of the injustice 
and inhumanity of slavery, that no one thing 
would have a stronger tendency to shake the in- 
tegrity of the Union itself, or to render the exis- 
ting institution cf slavery where it is, insecure, 
than a determined effort by its friends, to give 
it perpetuity by extending the area of its exis- 
tence. 

The Union.—Since the recognition of the in- 
dependence of the thirteen United Colonies, by 
the parent government of Kngland, the world has 
looked on with intense interest to witness the re- 
sult of the experiment of self-government by the 
people of this North American Union. Has that 
experiment succeeded? ‘The friends of the old 
systems in Europe have said, and do now say, 
that the tendencies lo excitements and agitations 
among the masses under free institutions, are so 
great, thal there is no sufficient security to per- 
sons and property ; that our form of government 
is not strong enough to secure the sulety of its 
citizens, and to protect itself from violence and 
decay. On the contrary, we believe it to be 
the strongest government on earth. It belongs 
to the people, was formed by them, and they 
will sustain it with a hearliness unknown to the 
monarchies a:.d despotisms of the Old World. 

The Constitution of the United States is sixty 
years old. It was formed and adopted by the 
people of thirteen separate and independent 
States. The number of States now under its 
authority is thirty. Whilst it confers certain 
enumerated powers upon the national govern- 
ment, and makes that government, within the 
sphere of ils powers, supreme, the state govern- 
ments within their spheres, are as distinct 
and independent, as though no general, national 
government exisied. During that sixty years, 
there bas been but one instance, ig which a 
State, or the people of a State, have so far resis- 
ted the Jaws cf the Union as to require the pow- 
er of the Union to enlorce obedience to those 
laws. in that case, obedience was secured with- 
out tne conflict of arms, or the shedding of bioud. 
During the same period of time, with one ex- 
ception, there has been, among the thirty States 
which pow constitute the Union, no insurrection 
or defiance of the laws of any State, by its citi- 
zens, Which required the military power to put 
itdown. Jo ali that time, embracing a period 
nearly equal tu that which belongs to two gene- 
rations of men, no citizens, either under the 
laws of the general or State governments, has 
been subjected to the forieiture of his estate, or 
been put to death for any political offence. There 
Lave been occasions when party contes:s have 


citement has agitated the public mind. But the 
parties to these excitemeuis, whether in regard 
to state or national affairs, have stopped short of 
violence, and bowed in submission to the laws 
and constitutions of the land. All political con- 
ests for power have been settled by the silent, 
peaceful, but resistless authority of the ballot- 
box,—an authority as omnipotent, for the pur- 
poses and time prescribed tur its operation, by 
the Constitution under which it is exercised, as 
the voice of fate. For sixty years, the bayonet 
or the sword has never Deeu raised to enforce its 





decree. On the seVenth day of - November, 


been warm and animated, and when great ex-| 
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1848, three millions of voters, dispersed through. 
out these thirty States, which, with their terrj- 
tories, cover an area nearly as Jarge as the 
whole of Europe, went to the polls under the 
regulations of the local laws of the severa| 
States, and, between the rising and the setting 
sun, elected a Chief Magistrate of the Republic 
for four years. That election changed the ad- 
ministration of the government of the Union, 
having, at its disposal, a hundied thousand off... 
ces, and the annual expenditure of forty millions 
of dollars, from the hands of one party into the 
hands of another. Yet, in three days, through 
the agency of electricity, the result was known 
from one extremity of the Union to the other, 
and that public mind, so recently agitated like the 
billows of the ocean, was as quiet and as 
calm as though no election ,had been held, 
and the power of a mighty Republic had not 
changed hands. When, before, has the world 
beheld such a spectacle ! 

What have been the mutations and changes of 
the dynasties of Europe during these sixty years, 
and what the condi'ion of their subjects? 1s 
there one of them which bas not waded through 
the blood of a revolution, or been rent and torn 
by intestine convulsions? What a vast amount 
of private property has been confiscated, and 
what a multitude of men have languished in 
hopeless banishment, or in gloomy prisona, or 
have been brought to the block, for State offen- 
ces, committed against laws which they had. no 
voice in making, and against rulers who swayed 
the sceptre over millions of unwilling and dis- 
contented subjects! Atthis moment, the govern- 
ments of Europe have a standing army of more 
than two millions of men to enforce obedience to 
their laws. 

The question again seturns, in which country, 
among the monarchies and despotisms of Europe, 
or among the free republics of North America, 
are property, liberty and life the most secure? 
Let history reply. 


The following, addressed particularly to the gen- 
tlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
closes the address : 


To you is committed, for the time being, the 
character of the Commonwealth, whose legisla- 
tors you are. Judicious legislation is an efficient 
means of advancing the interests of her citizens 
at home, and of gaining the respect of her sister 
States, and of wise and good men all over the 
world. I know it will be your pleasure to do 
any thing in your power to accomplish an object 
so worthy of the places which you fill, and of 
the constituents who have invested you with 
authority. We are elected to the offices which 
we hold by the votes of our fellow-citizens, or- 
ganized into political parties. But here we have 
but one party to serve, and that is the whole 
Commonwealth. That public officer best serves 
his party, who serves the Commonwealth the 
best. Our duty, as magistrates and legislators, 
is so impressively set forth in that Constitution, 
which, before Heaven and in the presence of 
our fellow-citizens, we have taken upon our- 
selves the obligation to obey, that it is useful 
and proper often to recur to its suggestions and 
instructions. That instrument declares, that * it 
shall be the duty of legislatures and magistrates, 
in all future periods of this Commonwealth, to 
cherish the interests of literature and the sci- 
ences, and all seminaries of them, especially the 
University at Cambridge, public schools, and 
grammar schools, in the towns; to encourage 
private societies and public instivutions, rewards 
and immunities for the promotion of agriculture, 
arts and sciences, commerce, trades, manulac- 
tures, and a natural history of the country; to 
countenance and inculcate the principles of hu- 
manity and general benevolence, public and pri- 
vate charity, industry and frugality, honesty and 
punctuality in all their dealings, sincerity, good 
humor, and all social affections and generous 
sentiments among the people.”’ 

It is the duty of all those entrusted with the 
high functions of making laws, to guard against 
all unwise and unnecessary legislation. ‘The Cum- 
monwealtb should be protected from the expen- 
diture of the public money for extravagant or 
questionable purposes. But, for advancing the 
lofty, beneficent, and virtuous objects, enjoined 
upen her legislators and magistrates, in the lan- 
guage of the Constitution which | have read, | 
would see her make appropriations with the li- 
berality of a wise and munificent parent for the 





children that he loves:| Guided by wiscom from 
above, may the result of your deliberations meet 
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the approbation of your constituents, and be 
beneficial to the Commonwealth ! 


Virainia Stavery REso_utions.—The debate 
upon the resolutions reported by the Joint Com- 
mittee of the Legislature, upon the subject of 
the ‘* Wilmot proviso,” was brought to a close 
on the 20th inst., when they were adopted in 
both branches,—by a vote of 27 to 3, in the Se- 
nate (Messrs. Thompson, Kinney, and Rogers, in 
the negative,) and of 117 to 13, in the House 
(Messrs. Watson, Smith, Sheffey, McCue, Scott, 
Price, Welton, Worthington, Thompson, of Jefler- 
son, Harrison, of Loudon, Beard, Clendenin and 
Turner, in the negative.) 

A resolution was introduced into the House, 
and passed, to close, the debate at 3 o’clock P. M. 
of that day. The infervening time was filled up 
by speeches from Mr. Scott in opposition to the 
resolutions, and from Mr. Moncure, in support 
of them. At3o’clock the House proceeded to 
vote. The first amendment voted down was the 
substitute offered by Mr. Thomas (almost iden- 
tical with those adopted by the Honse of Com- 
mons of North Carolina) upon which the ayes 
were 43, the noes 89. Mr. Scott then asked. for 
a division of the question, stating that he and 
those acting with him, were prepared to vote for 
a part of the resolutions. Upon the question, 
raised by a motion of Mr. Syme, to strike out 
the third resolution of the Committee, the vote 
stood ayes 48, nues 85. Again, upon the ques- 
tion to strike out of the second resolution of 1847 
the words ‘** compromises of the,” the vole was, 
ayes 23, noes 106. The previous question was 
then ordered, and the resolutions were adopted 
by a vote of 117 to 13—five members absent. 


The preamble and resolutions were then com-| of every consideration of justice, of constitutional 


mupicated to the Senate. A motion by Mr. 
Kinney, to Jay them on the table to give time 
jor deliberation and examination, was refused. 
Mr. Kinney thereupon cffered a preamble and 
resolution, declaring the re-afficmance of the 
resolutions of 1847, to be inexpedient and unne- 
cessary, aS a substitute;—which was lost by a 
vole of 3 ayes, 10 26 noes. A motion by Mr. 
Witcher to strike out the third resolution, re- 
quiring tae Governor to convene the Legisla- 
ure, in a certain crisis, was also lost by a vote 
of 7 ayes to 3 noes. Beiore the question was 
taken on the resolutions, Mr Rogers stated his 
position to be a peculiar one—that in 1847 he had 
voted for the resolutions, and at that time fully 
accorded in Opinion with their expression, but 
he had since come to the conclusion that the 
question was a doubtful one in reference to the 
power of Congress to pass the proviso,—never- 
theless he was utterly opposed to the exercise of 
that power by Congress, and by every Constitu- 
tional means would resist the anti-slavery at- 
tempts on the District of Columbia. 

The vore was theu taken on the preamble and 
resolutions together, and the vote resulted, as 
follows: yeas 27, nays 3. The resolutions, as 
passed, are appended hereto: 


Preamble and Resolulions. 


Whereas, the institution of slavery was fully 
discussed in the Convention which tormed the 
Constitution of the United States, and the rights 
of slaveholders recognized and protected by the 
provisions of that instrument; And without the 
compromises then solemnly entered into, the 
union of the States never could have been form- 
ed; And, whereas, the General Assembly of 
Virginia, regarding what is known as the ** Wii- 
mot Proviso,” as in palpabie disregard of the 
compromises of the Cunsiitution, did, on the 8ihb 
day of March, 1847, adopt a series of resolutions, 
distinctly indicating the course which the State 
of Virginia would pursue in the event of its pas 
sage by the Congress of the United States, us 
applicable to territory to be acquired from Mex 
cu: And whereas the present General Assembly 
have seen with deep concern a disposition mani- 
fested by the House of Representatives of the 
United States to violate the principles embodied 
in said resolutions, and to make still further ag- 
gressions upon the rights of the Southern States ; 
under these circumstances, this General Assem- 
bly deem the occasion fit to re-atlirm said reso- 
lutions and most respectfully, but most earnestly 
to call the attention of all those who are attached 
to the union of the States, to the serious and in- 
evitable consequences which must follow such 
action upon the part of the General Government. 
Be it, therefore, 


1. Resolved, by the General Assembly of Vir- For legislative expenses, 














8th of March, 1847, by this body, we do consider 
said resolutions as founded in truth, consonant 
with the Constitution, and conducive to its preser- 
valion, and, therefore, we feel it to be our indis- 
pensable duty to adhere to and re-affirm them, 
as follows: 


** Resolutions relative to the prohibition by the Con- 
gress of the United States of Slavery in any terri- 
tory to be acquired by conquest or treaty.—{ Adopted 
March 8th, 1847.]} 


“1. Be it Resolved, unanimously, by the General 
Assembly of Virginia, That the Government of the 
United States has no control, directly or indirectly, 
mediately or immediately, over the institution of sla- 
very, so as to impair the rights of the slaveholder ; 
and that, in taking any such control, it transcends 
the limits of iis legitimate funciions, by destroying 
the internal organization of the suvereignties who 
created it. 

‘2. Resolved, unanimously, That all territory 
which may be acquired by the arms of the United 
States, or yielded by treaty with any foreign power, 
belongs to the several States of this Union, as their 
joint and commou property, in which each and all 
have equal rights; and that the enaciment, by the 
Federal Government, of any law which should di- 
rectly, or by its effects, prevent the citizens of any 
State from emigrating, with their property, of what- 
ever description, into such territory, would make a 
discrimination unwarranted by, and in violation of 
the compromises of the Constitution and the rights 
of the States from which such citizens emigrated, 
and in derogation of that perfect equality that belungs 
tu the several States as members of this Union, and 
would tend directly to subvert the Union itself. 

‘« 3. Resolved, That, if, in disregard alike of the 
spirit and principles of the act of Congress on the 
admission of the State of Missouri into the Union, 
generally known as the Missouri Compromise, and 


right, and of fraternal feeling, the fearful issue shall 
be forced upon the country, which must result from 
the adoption and attempted enforcement of the W il- 
mot Proviso, as an actof the General Government, 
the people of Virginia can have no difficulty in 
choosing between the only alternatives that will then 
remain, of abject submission to aggression and out- 
rage on the one hand, or determined resistance on 
the other, at all hazards and to the last extremity. 

“4. Resolved, unanimously, That the General 
Assembly holds it to be the duty of every man, in 


dear to him,) to oppose the passage of any law, for 
whatever purpose, by which territory to be acquired 
may be subject to such a restriction. 

“3. Resolved, unanimously, That the passage of 
the above-mentioned proviso makes it the duty of 
every siaveholding State, and of all the citizens 
thereof, as they value their dearest privileges, their 
sovereignty, their independence, their rights of pro- 
perty, to take firm, united and concerted action in 
this emergency.” 

II. Resolved, That we regard the passage of a 
law by the Congress on the United States abolish- 
ing slavery or the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia, as a direct attack upon the institutions 
of the Southern States, to be resisted at every 
hazard. 
Ill. Resolved, That in the event of the pas- 
sage by Congress of the ‘** Wilmot Proviso” or 
any law abolishing slavery or the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia, the Governor of this 
Cowmonwealth is requested immediately to con- 
vene the Legislature of this State (if it shall have 
adjourned) to consider of the mode and measure 
of redress. 

IV. Resolved, That the Governor of this Com- 
monwealth be requested to send a copy of these 
resolutions to each of the States of this Union 
and also to our Senators and Represeutatives io 
Congress. 


Micuican.—The financial condition of the State 
is thus set forth; 

The balance in the Treasury on the 30th No- 
vember, 1846, was $62,304 45. The aggregate 
receipts of the past fiscal year amounted to $360,- 
868 57. Making the whole available meaus for 
the year $423,173 02.. The disbursements for 
the same period have been $371,491 47. Leav- 
ing @ balance charged to the ‘lreasurer of $51,- 
681 55, 

Of the disbursements, $16,521 was from the 
general and contingent funds, and $149,206 from 
the internal improvement fund. ‘I'he estimated 
income of the State, from reliable sources, is 





73 
For State Prison, 5,500 00 
For miscellaneous objects, 2,500 00 


For interest on adjusted State Debt, 28,560 00 
For exchange and commission on inte- 


rest payable in New York, 1,440 00 
For interest accruing annually on the 

part-paid internal improvement 

bonds until funded, 65,642 97 
For interest.due the university fund, 5,500 00 
For interest due the Primary School 

fund, 11,100 00 





All amounting the sum of $171,243 97 


The $65,643 97 interest on our part-paid 
bonds in the yearly interest upon the principal, 
alone. The interest has been accruing at that 
rate, however, since L&41. which, when the old 
bonds are surrendered and new ones issued un- 
der the act of 1848, will also bear interest, 
largely increasing the yearly amount of interest 
on that portion of the public debt. If funded, 
between the first days of January, 1849 and 
1850, the amount of bunds to be issued would be 
$1,622,198 20, of which the annual interest would 
be $103 331 89. The amount to be funded will 
of course, go on increasing, at the rate oi $65,- 
643 97 (the interest upon the principal) annually 
until the old bonds are returned to the treasury. 
The total debt of the State 1s $2,849,939, to 
meet which, the State has availabie resources, 
under its annual revenve, amounting to $859, - 
228, leaving the actual debt $1,960,710. Part of 
the State debt is already due, and the whole will 
have matured by January, 1870. An estimate 
has been made, slowing that a sinking fund of 
$950,000, or $30,000, taking into account the in- 
crease of population, would extinguish the debt 
within the period required. 


On10.—Legislature.—The House have adopted 
the report ot the Committee on elections, giving 
to Mr. Rockwell, of Portage County, (Whig,) 
his contested seat, and vacating the Ciiutun Coun- 
ly seal. 

The Democratic members from the County of 
Hamilion, Messrs. Pugh and Pierce. have been 
admitted to seats. ‘Luis gives the Democratic 


every section of this confederacy, (if the Union is| Patty a majority in the House. 


We shali endeavour to find room for the inau- 
gural address of Governor Ford in the next Ke- 
gister. 


Ituiwois.—The Legislature was convened on 
the first instant. ‘The Senate was organized by 
the election of William Smith as Secretary,— 
the House by the choice of Zadock Casey, as 
Speaker. ‘The address of Governor French was 
communicated on the following day, a synopsis 
of which, together with some extracts of general 
interest, will be given in our next number. 
Among the first acts consummated by the Legis- 
lature was the passage of the foliowing resolu- 
tion, on the subject of slavery extension. The 
vole was 14 to 11 in the Senate, and 38 to 34 in 
the House. It is as follows :— 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed and Representatives requested to use all 
honorable means in thear power to procure the 
enactment of such laws by Congress, for the go- 
vernment of countries and territories of the 
United States, acquired by treaty of peace, friend- 
ship, limits, and settlements with the Republic of 
Mexico, concluded February 2, 1848, as shail 
contain the express declaration that there shall 
be neither slavery nor imvoluntary servitude in 
said territories, oluerwise than in puvishment of 
crimes wherevi the parties shall have been duly 
convicted. 


Arxansas.—The Legislature of this State 
closed ‘its session on the 10th inst., having previ- 
ously elected the following State officers: David 
B. Geer, Secretary of State; Columbus O. Dan- 
sy, Auditor; and Samuel Adams, Secretary. 

Agreeably to notice previously given, Gover- 
nor Drew tendered his resignation ; and the Hon. 
Richard C. Byrd, President of the Senate, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the State Constitu- 
tion, will discharge the duties of the Executive 
office unti: an election is made by the people. 





$150,923; of which $72,000 comes from the tax 


gate valuation of property in the State— which 
is $30,000,000. 
of the State are thus set forth .— 





ginia, That after the fullest re-examination and 
re-consideration of the resolutions adopted on the 





For Executive and State offices, 


lowa.—The foliowing~is an abstract of the 
Auditor’s Report of the State of lowa as submit- 


of two and a half mills per doijar on the aggre-| teg to the present session of the Legislature : 


The aggregate amountof property taxed with- 


The necessary annual expenses | jg the Siate, is $14,449,920—which at 2} milis 


on the dollar, yields a revenue of $36,129 05 for 


$30,000 00 | State purposes, being an imcrease on the revenue 
11,000 00| of 1847 of $11,396 16. 





- For Judiciary, 


10,000. 00 


Of the tax Jevied in 1837, amounting to $24,- 
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732 89, the sum of $9,302 06 remains uncol- 
lected ; and for the years prior to 1847, under 
the territorial assesments, $3,202 45. 

The amount of warrants drawn, and outstan- 
ding at this time, is $22,651 62, which shows the 
present liabilities of the State. 

The probable revenue for 1849 is estimated 
fat $22,651 62. This, with the payment of reve- 
nue due prior to 1848, will release the State 
from all debts except the loan payable in 1857. 


NILES NATIONAL REGISTER. 





| forth in a letter from our Washington correspon- 
dent in this morning’s Mercury. The resuit is 
deplorable and not less discreditable. But  de- 
plorable and: discreditable as it is, we must:say, 
it 1s no more than we hadanticipated. We gave 
to the movement our good word, and all the en- 
couragement of our hearty approval, because the 
object it proposed, if it could by any means be 
attained, was of the highest conceivable value. 
But we never believed that it could be attained 


The number of acres is 2 316,704, valued at | by such means. The antipathies of Whig .and 


$8,031,698. Horses over two years old, 37,780, 
valued at 992,946. Neat cattle, over two years 
old, 72,840, valued at $723,326. Mules: and 
asses over one year old, 145, valued at $665 43. 
Sheep, over six months old, 114,623, vained at 
$131,338. Hogs, over six months old, 170,333, 
valued at 215,361. Increase in value fur 1343, 
$2,873,935. 
The Poll in 1848—23,937. 


Fiorma.—The Legislature, on the 5th inst., 
elected the following State officers, viz : 

David P. Hogue, Attorney General. 

Charles W. Downing, Secretary of State; 

Simon Towle, Comptroller of Public Accounts; 

William R. Hayward, Treasurer ; and 

Robert S. Hayward, Clerk of Supreme Court. 


Laws have been passed giving the election of 
Register of Public Lands, and Judges of Probate, 
to the qualified voters of the State and Counties 
respeclively. 

Everglades —The course of Mr. Yulee, in re- 
Jation to this subject in the Senate of the United 
States, by coming out in direct opposition to the 
bill, intimating that though Florida might con- 
sent to take the land, if given to her out of hand, 
she could not afford to do so under the provisions 
of the bill, has excited general astonishment in 
the State, says the Florida Sentinel. 

Office of Governor.—Mr. Brown, the Governor 
elect, has called the attention of the Legislative 
Assembly to the fact that a disagreement of opi- 
nion exists in relation to the period for com: 
mencing and ending the term of office of the 
Chief Magistrate of the State, and conceives it 
to be the duty and the province of that body to 
cefinitely establish it. 

The Constitution provides that “ the Governor 
shall be elected for four years, and shall remain 
in office until a successor be chosen and quali- 
fied.” The schedule and ordinances of the Con- 
stitution declares that “the Governor, Represen- 
tatives in Congress, and members of the General 
Assembly, shall enter upon the duties of their 
respective offices immediately after their elec- 
tion, under the provisions of the Constitution, 
and ‘shall continue in office, in the same man- 
ner, and during the same period, they would 
have done, had they been elected on the first 
Monday of October,”—which tke Governor con- 
strues to mean the first Monday in October, 1844. 
The proclamation ordering the election declares 
—** for Governor of the State of Florida, to serve 
for four years from the 26th day of May, 1845,” 
&c. And upon the opening and publishing of 
the electiun returns in the Representatives’ Hall, 
the Speaker declared * William D. Moseley to 
be elected first Governor of the State of Florida, 
for four years from the 26th day of May, 1845, 
and uvtil his successor is chosen and qualified.” 
The Judiciary Committee of the House of Re- 
presentatives, to whom the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported in favor of the construction of 
the words **had they been elected on the first 
Monday in October,” to mean the succeeding Oc- 
tober,—so that the term of the present Governor 
wvuuld not expire until October, 1849. Thus, 
three distinct periods, for the termination of the 
time of office of the present incumbent of the 

Executive chair, are contended for. 

‘The Governor elect, so far as he is individual- 
ly concerned, deems it of small moment when 
bis term of office shall commence, but thinks it 
important, for all time to come, that the period 
for commencing and ending the term oil olfflice 
of the Chief Magistrate should be definitely esta- 
blished. 


Spirit of the jxress. 
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Tue Sournern Movement.—From the Charles- 
ton Mercury of the 22d. inst.—Our readers have 
been informed ere this, that the attempt to unite 
the entire Southern Delegations in Congress, in 
an address to their Constituency in reference to 








Democrat are too strong in Washington, and 
their exercise forms too much the habit of men’s 
lives there—party:ambition, and personal aspira- 
lions are passions too hot and absorbing, for any 
motive of patriotism, however pressing the exi- 
gency, to work together, and direct to a common 
object, men, whose great business it is to struggle 
with, thwart, and destroy each other. If any 
good at allisto result from this movewent, it 
would seem to be in the demonstration which is 
afforded, that all attempts to unile the politicians 
at Washington for any good purpose are labors 
wasted, and pearls thrown before swine. If any 
have dreamed of a pulitical millennium at Wash- 
ington, where all the animals collected from 
every point in the country to rend and throttle 
euch other for the applause of the auphitheatre, 
should forget equally the passions of their na- 
tures and the objects of their assemblage, and 
lie down together in brotherly love upon the 
arena, that dream is at least dispelled. Oue 
source of delusion in regard to the means of ef- 
fectually checking Abolition 1s dried up; and in 
thus having our choice of projects narrowed 
down, we have a chance so.newhat improved of 
falling upon the right one. 

Atithe commencement of the late session of 
our Legislature, we reviewed this whole subject 
of the position of the North towards us, and the 
duty of the South towards herself. Those who 
read our articles then, (and the action of the 
South Carolina Legislature does not lead us to 
suppose that they attracted much attention) will 
remember that we considered, at some length, 
the possibility of uniting the South in a general 
Convention, or admitting that, the possibility of 
uniling the members of such general Convention 
in the adoption and enforcement of any practical 
remedy. We submitted that it would be very 


might arise an exigency, which would so far 
overbear considerations of party and personal, 
expediency as to deter any man, or set of men- 





difficult to obtain such Convention, but that there | 
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But there are givings out thatthe same degree 
of unanimity will not pervade the Southern 
Whigs in Congress. Doubts have been express- 
ed about the support which some OF THEM [a 
mere handful, we hope] will give to the address 
which has been prepared for the convention of 
Southern members, consisting, it is said, of g 
mere enumeration of grievanées, but leaving the 
‘*“modce and measure of redress,” to use Mr. 
Jefferson’s language, to the people and the States 
themselves. It is said to be moderate in i's tone 
as well as dignified in its spirit. Then why any 
hesitation on the part of a single Southern Whig 
in Congress? It is said that, in the last meetin: 
of the committee of fifteen, two or three of the 
Whig members contended that no such action 
was necessary ; and that, with the aid of Gen. 
Taylor, they could contro®the movement of the 
abolitionists, We do not understand that these 
gentlemen assigned any reasons for their know- 
ledge, as we certainly conceive them bound lo 
do; butif they intended to say that Gen. Taylor 
would veto the Wilmot clause, then what would 
the Northern Whigs, Messrs. Truman 8 nith, 
Ashmun, &c., say to the contradictory positions 
in which Gen. Taylor has permitted himself to 
be placed? What confidence could they repose 
in one, who held one language to the North and 
another to the South? But we do not believe 
[we say it firmly but respectfully] that ary of 
the Southern Whizs have any positive reasous to 
hope for anything from Geo. Taylor’s veto. We 
are satisfied, as we have all alung said, that he 
will waive the exercise of the veto. Else, why 
was the first Allison letter written? Why did he 
put forth, as the only article of that creed, his 
virtual determination not to exercise that power? 
Why has Mr. Crittenden in his message refu-ed 
to say one word in behalf of the rights of the 
South? 

Now, then, comes the issue. If any of the 
Southern Whig members decline all co-opera- 
tiou with the South in the passage of the al- 
dress, what a fearful responsibility are they 
bringing upon their own heads, to sacrifice the 
rights of the South to party feeling, to attach- 
ment to Gen. Taylor, or to an overweening and 
unfounded confidence in his course? “Hs; will 
surely disappoint them; and how then can they 
'excuse themselves to their indignant constitu- 
eats? It is our most anxious desire that this 
whole question should now be divested of ail 
party connexions. If we know ourselves, if we 
know our partly, such is their wish, as itis our 











{rom opposing themselves to the momentarily re- | 
Sistless torrent of public feeling, and that thus, | 
the Suuth might su far be appareatly united, as | 
to render a generai Convention possible. Such 
an exigency did occur in Washington at the com- 
mencement of the present session of Congress, 
and itjJed to a general meeting of the Suouthera 
Velegations, animated, seemingly, by one spirit, 
and with a determination to sacrifice allthe mean 
object of party, fur a great effort of patriotism. 
The result is before the country. If the reader 
will recall what we said in tbe articies before 
referred to, concerning the inevitable party jeal- 
ousy, dissensions, and consequent failure of a 
general Convention, he will perceive that we 
wrote down belorehaud a tolerably accurate ac- 
curate history of the recent attempt to unite all 
the Southern members of Congress for a similar 
object. The occasion of union, the elemenis of 
discord, and the miserable catastrophe, were ail 
identical in the case supposed, and the case 
which has occurred. What has happened in the 
one, we are bound to suppose wouid have hap- 
pened in the other. 

if the Southern people see this conclusion as 
we do, they will be forced to give up all hope of 
seli-delence, either as a thing impossible to effect, 
or not worth the cost; or to fix their aileation 
upon the action of the States, as affording the 
voly solid toundation and definite position, where- 
on to commence a resistance to this mischievous 
warlare upon their dignity, their peace and their 


property. 
Ths following is from the Washington Union, of 


the 15th inst.: 

It is the duty as well as the interest of the 
South to present an undivided front, to stay the 
torrent of abolitionism. Such, we have reason 
to hope, will be the feeling of the great majority 
of Southern Whigs, as weil as Democrats. The 
House of Commons of North Carolina have just 
adopted strong resolutions by almost an unani- 








the alarming progress of Abvolitionism, has failed. 
The prevent position of things will be fougd set 


own. We most solemnly repudiate every possi- 
ble motive to promote our party, or to injure 
Gen. Taylor, by this movement. But we iave 
no doubt it will kill the Whigs in the South, if 
they should assuine the fearful responsibility of 
shrinking from the great duty which now calls 
upon them to act in behalf of the South, or ra- 
ther in bebalf of the Univn. 


To the foregoing we append the reply of the Rich- 
mond Whig: 

The Editor of the Union has professed, from 
the beginning of the session, to have nothing in 
view out the good of the South, and ef the Union, 
taking occasion at least once a day to say that 
he repudiates ever; thing like party feeling. How 
far this declaration is borne out dy the facts of 
the case, we Jeave it to any man, who may read 
this article, tosay. A lash is held up in terrorem 
over the heads of Southern Whigs who shall re- 
fuse to vote this Address—they are told that they 
will take a feariul responsibility upon themselves 
if they sacrifice the South to their affection for 
General Taylor—and then the Editor repudiates 
the idea that he is guiug for his party. When 
he tells the Whigs that tneir confidenca in Gen. 
Taylor is (in this matter) unfounded—that he 
will surely disappoint them—and that they are 
sacrificing the South to him, what does he mean 
but. that General ‘Taylor himself will sacritice 
the South? Dues this prove that the Editor is 
really desirous ‘* that this question should be di- 
vested of all party connexion?” , Ls it not, on the 
contrary, an appeal to party feelings of the 
strongest cast¢ 1s it not an imputation upon the 
whole Whig party who supported General Tay- 
lor? Isitnotan open and direct assault upon 
them through their leader? When we are told 
that,Generai Taylor is inimicai io the South, and 
argumenis are adduced to prove il, does not 
every Southern Whig feel, that the whule Whig 
party is assailed? 

The editor would fain have. every Southern 





wivus vole. ‘hese are signs that the resolutions 
of Virginia will be passed io a similar. spirit. 


Whig member of Congress vote for Mr. Cal- 
houn’s address. He does not sey that he has 
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read it himself; on the contrary, we should. infer, 
from the language of this article, that he has not. 
He has merely heard that it is ‘* moderate in tone 
and dignified in spirit.” He condemns the Whig 
membersffor not adopting that of which he him- 
self professedly knows nothing—tries to stir up 
their constituents sgainst them in advance— 
makes all the capital he can—and then says, ‘it 
js his anxious desire that this qnestion should be 
divested of all party connexion.” 

The editor now thinks that if the Southern 
Whigs should not unite in this vote, they will 
take a fearful responsibility. How long has it 
been since he began to altach so much value to 
this question? Was it when he applauded the 
sentiments of General Cass’ Nicholson letter, in 
which this subject is treated as a most immate- 
rial matter? Was it when he defended Mr. 
Polk for signing the Wilmot Proviso; an act 
which gave to the North more advantages than 
could the combined action of all the anti-slavery 
fanatics in the country? Was it when he gave 
his unqualified appagbation to the speech of Mr. 
Buchanan last fall, just before the election, in 
which speech it is declared that the question is 
a pure abstraction—thut the art of man cannot 
make California a slave country—and that so far 
as it is concerned, it is a matter of not the 
slightest moment whether the Wilmot Proviso 
or the Senate’s resolutions be extended over it, 
or whether it be left eniirely without restric- 
tion? And by what means has this question, so 
insignificant four months ago, grown to such a 
magnitude now, that he who at this time thinks, | 
as Mr. Buchanan thought then, is a trator, and 
an enemy to the South? Mr. B. was once a 
great favorite with the Union. Is he now an 
enemy of the South? And does the editor still, 
admire and defend an enemy of the South? 

Not more than three mouths ago, the whole 
party of which the editor of the Union forms a} 
conspicuous member, were eager in their admi- 
sation of Mr. Polk, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Walker, 
and General Cass, all of whom have, either by 
word or deed, expressed their opinions as to the | 
immateriality of this question. Ii it be revlly one 
ol such magnitude as is now represented—if it 
possess all the tm portance claimed for it by the 
Union—if upon il, as sume have more than in- 
sinuated, the issues of life or death to the Union 
depend—why were these men the steady eulo- 
gists of the official characters just named, or 
why have they not taken some steps to eject 
ihem from the Democratic party, as avowed 
evemies to the South, and to Southern institu- 
tions? 

We, too, had hoped for unanimity in the South 
upon this subject. We, too, deprecate the con- 
version of it into a party, and what is far worse, 
@ seclional question. Ji we have, in the present 
instance, deviated from the rule which we have 
presciibed for our guidance, it has been because 
of the steady perseverance of the Democratic 
press, in the atiempt to show that the Whig par- 
ly of ihe South is inimical to Southern interesis ; 
interesis in which they have at Jeast as much 
siuke as their opponents. As for the particular 
arucle under cunsideration, we should be glad 
to know what the writer will say when he finds 
that General Rusk made a speech—and accor- 
ding 10 some reports, a very powerful vne— 
agemst any action ; and that amiong those who 
vuled to recommit Mr. Caltioun’s report, are to 
be found the names of this same General Kusk, 
#long witb those of Houstun, McDowell, McCoy, 
McLane and Cobb! Are these men to share any 
ol that fewrlul responsibility, which is denoubced 
against Southern Whigs? Or is it crimival in 
W higs alune to reluse to follow the lead of Mr. 
Calhoun? 

War Levies 1n Mexico.—The Ballimore Ame- 
rican thus speaks oa the subject : 


A message from the President, in answer toa 
resoluuion of inquiry, Wa8 sent to the House of 
Representatives on Wednesday. It relates to the 
levying of contributions during the war, by means 
of Guues Jaid upen articies imported into Mexi- 
co, while our forces were in possession of the 
ports of that Republic. The House requested 
to know by whut authority the President direct- 
ed such duties to be laid. ‘The message in an- 
swer io this inquiry, Was relerred to a select 
committee. 

This is not the first time that the President bas 
answered inquiries on this subject. The Senate 
pussed a resolution of inquiry last year, and in 
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twenty-fourth of July, 1848, responding to a call 
of that House. 

We took occasion, when this subject was un- 
der discussion before, to express the belief, with 
such reasons for it as seemed to warrant il, that 
the President had not transcended his proper au- 
thority in establishing that Mexican tariff and in 
collecting revenues under it for the use of our 
armies in the enemy’s country. Contributions, 
once levied in the form of pillage, but by the 
more civilized usages of modern warfare now 
transmuted into fixed exactions assessed upon 
districts, cities, and towns, are as fully autho- 
rized by the laws of nations as any other modes 
of distressing an enemy, or of throwing the bur- 
den of the war upon him. To levy duties upon 
the commerce of an enemy’s ports is a bellige- 
rent right, as perfect as the right to attack his 
commerce on the ocean and to make prizes of 
his ships. 

The objection is urged, and it is the only one 
that seems to have force, that the commerce 
which came to the Mexican ports during the war, 
was, in great part, American commerce; that 
the tax imposed, in the form of duties, fell 
upon commodities belonging to our own mer- 
chants; that thus it was not Mexico, but our 
own country that really bore the burden of the 
exactions. 


The force of this reasoning is lost when it is 
remembered that, no matter to whom the impor- 
ted commodities belonged while they were on 
board ship, they became Mexican the moment 


they were purchased by Mexicans ; and, further, 


that the duty, whatever its amount, was paid by 
the Mexican purchaser and not by the American 
seller. 


In the exercise of belligerent rights it is im- 
possible to make distinctions. If so, the whole 
stress of the infliction, designed to force the ene- 
my to terms, would be destroyed. Thus, when 
a blockade is proclaimed, including a whole 
coast, there can be no mitigation of it in favor of 
our own commerce. The measure way operate 
with great severity upon our traders. Some 
branches of our commerce may suffer from it 
more heavily than the people of the blockaded 
country. Butif the efficient prosecution of the 
war demands a blockade, it is the duty of the 
President or of the commending General to pro- 
claim it and to enforce it, let incidental distress 
fail where it may. 


In the matter of levying contributions in Mexi- 
co by a tariff of duties, the President acted as 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
United States. If it be said thaf he acted with- 
out the authority of any law of Congress, the an- 
swer is direct aud conclusive that the act of Con- 
gress recognizing the war, authorized ail the 
means of proseculing it known to the laws of 
nations. ‘* The right to blockade the ports and 
coasts of the enemy in war,” says the President, 
in his Wednesday’s message, ‘is no more provi- 
ded for or prescribed by the Coustituiion than the 
right to levy and collect contributions from him in 
the form of duties, or otherwise ; and yet it bas not 
been qeestioned that the President had the power, 
after war bad been declared by Congress, to or- 
der our navy to blockade the ports and coasts of 
Mexico. The right in both cases exists under 
the Jaws of nations. If the President cannot or- 
der military contributions to be collected with- 
out an act of Congress, for the same reason he 
cannot order a blockade; nor can he direct the 
enemy’s vessels to be captured on the nigh séas ; 
por can he order our military and naval officers 
to invade the enemy’ country, conquer, hold, 
and subject to our military governfnent bis cities 
and provinces; norcanhe give to our military 
and naval commanders orders to perform many 
other acts essential (o success in war,”’ 


This seems to be clear enough. We must in- 
deed coufess that the plan of levying contribu- 
tiods in an.enemy’s country, by a systematized 
tariff of duties, bigh enough to be productive yet 
not so high as to discourage trade, is a happy im- 
provement over those modes of exactions that 
would shut up a captured port and compel con- 
tributions by force from unwilling citizens and 
country people in the neighborhvod or district. 
The resources of the Mexican Government were 
as much impaired by diverting the streams of its 
revenue inio our army treasury, as though every 
one of those sireams bad been simply dried up 
and rendered incapable of flowing anywhere. 
While this result was attained; the resources of 





bis message of Wednesday he refers to his mes- 
Bage to the House of Kepresentatives of the 


our own army were recruited and increased at 
the same (ime, 





SouTHERN Opinions.—From the Mobile Tri:- 
bune :—It is said that some of the Giddings tribe 
of philanthropists are resolved to have a northern 
meeting at Washington, as an offset to the south- 
ern meeting recently held in that city. 

This is not unlikely. Abolitionism has at ils 
back nearly all the free states, and with the na- 
tural mischief that is in it, it would not be strange 
if it found courage to take a position to embitter 
the causes of strife between the two sections of 
the Union. 

Washingtop, we think, is the last place in the 
world to start a southern movement; and direct 
Opposition to the measures proposed in Congress 
we hardly suppose the most important mode of 
reaching the end which the southern states de- 
sire. The new territories are beyond our reach. 
No action can save them from being free states. 
It may however, be worth considerable trouble 
to vindicate our abstract right to a participation 
in them ; and, if need be, to protect that right by 
extreme measures. But the victory will be bar- 
ren, as far as the present is concerned. 

Another means is now left for our security, 
and that is state action. Delaware, Maryland, 
Kentucky and Virginia are likely, one of these 
days, to participate in the free movement. This 
tendency of things 1s as pregnant with evil as the 
exclusion of the south from the new territories. 
We wanted our rights in them mainly as an out- 
let to the slaves, which freedom on the northern 
border is pushing upon us. Having lost that se- 
curily against an over-burdened servile popula- 
lion, we must adopt the only expedient lelt, and 
that is the enactment of Jaws to prevent the in- 
troduction of slaves from one southern stale into 
another. The consequence of such laws is plain. 
Two causes contribute constantly to remove sia- 
very southward: first, the insecurity which at- 
taches to that species of property in the slates on 
the borders of the north. The slaves therein 
run away or are made discontented by the neigh- 
boring abolitionists. Secondly, the land in those 
states, under the improvident system of agricul- 
ture which prevails io them, has been mainly ex- 
hausted. Kuch lands down south are constantly 
opened, and they furnish a fine field eilher as a 
market for slaves or for emigration and culliva- 
tion by their owners. The result is obvious. 
The servile population bas a constant tendency 
to remove this way, thus contracting the limits 
of country in whieh their labor can be made pro- 
fitable, and giving constant stimulus to the ma- 
chinauons of abolitionism. 

It is the policy of the south to check this ten- 
dency of things, aud it can be dune with ease and 
safety by the enactment of laws prohibiting the 
importation of negroes from ove state to another. 
Such laws will relieve us of the dangers of a sure 
plus negro population, and stop the progress of 
anti-slavery opinions in all the states burdering 
on the north. The siavehulder in those states, 
uuder the working of a general system of this 
sort, will find it necessary to be provident and 
careful. He will have to manage his Jands so as 
to make his hands profitable, or he will have to 
leach them to be valuable in other pursuits be- 
sides that of agricullure. He cannot run away 
the moment indifference or apprehension seizes 
him. He cannot make a trade of raising negroes 
to transport to the pewer states, li abolition 
notions move him be willhaveto show the sin- 
cerity of his philanthropy by manumilting his 
blacks at his own cost, or the favalics will have 
todo st for him. When freed they will very na- 
turally seek protection iv the free states among 
those who sympathise with them, At all events, 
they will not come hither to cheapen the price of 
this kind of labor-—to crowd our stales, or other 
wise produce the evils which must wevitably Jol 
iow from a great surplus of them. 

These are a few,.of ibe apparent advantages 
which must succeed such laws as are here pro- 
posed ; and the sconer the southern states enact 
them, the betier it willbe. We trust that our 
own legislature will make this the first and most 
important business al its session next winter. 


In reference to the foregoing, the New York Eve- 
ning Post has the following remarks: — 


These positions are a very remarkable illus- 
tration of the truth for which we have conteu- 
ded, tbat ihe North and South are more nearly 
agreed (han superficial observers suppose. We 
may take differeat paths, but they conduct us to 
very nearly tbe same conclusious. ‘hat the 
Southern caucus at Washington must inevitably 
come to pothing, that it is idle to think of re- 
servibg any part of the new territories as the 
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the patrimony of a particular class of capitalists, 
and that the best thing which the South can do 
is to break up the domestic slave trade, are opi- 
nions which we are glad to see expressed, with 
so much emphasis and so much confidence, in 
such a quarter. If it is to be the future destiny 
of the new territories to escape the calamity 
which presses upon so large a portion of the 
United States lying in the same latitude, there 
can certainly be no harm in recognizing that 
destiny by some formal proceeding of Congress. 
If the domestic slave trade be so»pregnant with 
mischiefs that the Southern Legislatures ought 
instantly to combine in putting an end to it, it 
should certainly not be regarded as an offence to 
the South, if Congress, which is the legislature 
of the District of Columbia, should prohibit it 
within the limits of its own peculiar authority. 


The power given by the Constitution to regu- 
late trade between the several States of the Union, 
says the Post, is held by many as conferring au- 
thority upon Congress to interfere by law to pre- 
vent the exportation and importation of slaves 
between the States; and, it is suggested, that a 
bill to this effect, while it would receive the sup- 
port, no doubt, of those who maintain this doc- 
trine, might also have the aid of the gentleman, 
who is so sneeringly mentioned in the Tribune’s 
article. The Post closes his remarks thus : 


One of the good effects of the violent language 
and violent proceedings of the slaveholding class 
is, that it has aroused the people of the South to 
ulter boldly what they have long silently thought. 
The opposition from this quarter seems to have 
already disconcerted the siaveholders, by show- 
ing them that their authority is not so implicitly 
obeyed by their neighbors as by their negroes. 
For our part, we by no means despair of soon 
seeing the North and South acting with perfect 
concert in this matter, and settling the delicate 
question with a harmony which will astonish the 
organ of the administration at Washington, now 
occupied in publishing, from journals in the in- 
terest of the slaveholders, their childish menaces 
of resistance and disunion. 





Cotron Prosrscts,—From the Charleston Mer- 
cury:-—We give, this morning, copious details of 
the news by the America. ‘I'he political intelli- 
gence, especially from France, 1s interesting, but 
it is in reference to the aspect of commercial af- 
fairs, and more particularly as regards the pros- 
pects of our great staple, that it 1s important to 
our readers. Av we anticipated, the intelligence 
is favorable. The dates to the 29th December 
show that the imports into Great Britain for the 
year were as follows: American, 1,374,000 bales, 
against 874,000 last year, or an excess of 500,000 
bules. ‘Uhe deliveries of American were 1,218,- 
000 bales, against 826,000 bales, or an increase of 
392,000 bales. The stock remaining on hand 
272,000, against 239,000 last year. 1t would thus 
appear that, notwithstanding ‘an increased import 
of 500,000 bales of American, the stock left on 
hand at the close of the year shows but the small 
excess of 32,000 bales! To place these import- 
ant facts in a stronger ligt, Jet us add to the im- 
ports of this year, say 1,374,000 bales, the stock 
on hand at its commeucement, 232,000 bales, 
which will give a supply forgthe year of 1,606,- 
000 bales; and deduct from this the stock on 
hand January, 1849, of 272,000, it shows the con- 
sumption in Great Britain, tor the year 1848, to 
have been 1,334,000 bales, or within 40,000 bales 
of the entire import. ‘The import and consump- 
tion of all other descriptions, say Brazil, East lo- 
dian, West Indian and Egyptian, bas been per- 
fectly stationary, amounting to but 365,000 bales, 
in a total import of 1,739,000 bales, and 287,000 
bales, in a total delivery of 1,505,000 bales, and 
corresponding almost precisely with what it was 
the previous year. 


We adduce these facts particularly to show 
how absolutely dependeut Great Britain is upon 
this country for her supply of the raw u.aterial. 
‘The knowledge of this tact is most important to 
our Planting mterests, as it may encourage them 
to demand such prices as will remuberate them 
for their labor. Those that they have recently 
been receiving, if continued, must compel the 
Cotton Pianters of the Atiantic States to abandon 
the culture, or wil! soon effect their ruin. The 
price of cotton is an anomaly in the history of 
Commerce. Por successive years facis have 
shown that, notwithstanding the increased mag- 
nitude of production, the consumption has not 
only kept pace, but has gained uponit. And yet, 





'nterwoven as it is with the wants and ‘comforts 
of every civilized people, an article of prime ne- 
cessity, we fiod the producer of it not only not 
remunerated, but unable to obtain a price that 
will cover the cost of its production. 

It is not our purpose to encourge the hope or 
expectation of any extravagant rise in the prices 
of cotton ; but that there will be an advance on 
those that are at present ruling we confidentiy 
look for. And we think that we are fully sus 
tained in this expectation by the facts as deve'- 
oped in the accounts by the America. In Great 
Britain, our largest customer, they begin the 
year with moderate stocks, and an increasing 
consumption, which, it would appear, would be 
almost illimitable at low prices. Money is most 
abundant; the manufacturing interests prosper- 
ing, and the belief confidently expressed * that 
the season of gloom is gradually clearing away ; 
that the turning point 1s passed, and that the cap- 
ital of the country is once more in a state of ac- 
cumulation.”” The affairs of the continent are 
also settling down more favorably for the main- 
tenance of peace ; and tranquillity once restored, 
the demand for cotton from that quarter will be 
greatly increased. Add to these indications from 
abroad the rapidly increasing consumption at 
home, and we think it must be admitted that our 
anticipations of better prices and better prospects 
for the Cotton Planter, are not without a plausi- 
ble foundation. 
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Rarroaps to Boston.—The following rail- 
roads and sections of railroads leading towards 
Boston, or connecting with Boston Jines, will 
have been opened during’ the year ending Janua- 


ry 31, 1849: 
Miles 
Cape Cod Railroad, length about 274 
South Shore do do e ts 
Norfolk County do do 26 
Milford Branch do do 12 
Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad 35 
Connecticut River Railrvad, length about 11 
Cheshire do do 37 
Sullivan do do 28 
Vermont Central do do 65 
Bristol do do 12 
Northern do do 4 
Boston, Concord and Montreal do 36 
Passumpsic do 40 
Worcester and Nashua do 45 
Portland to Lewiston do 27 
New York and New Haven Railroad to Har- 
lem Railroad, length about 60 
Section of Ogdensburg Railroad, length about 12 
Stouy Branch do do 14 
Lowell and Lawrence do do 12 
Total miles 515 


The cost of these lines may be safely estima- 
ted at fifteen millions of dollars, and their annual 
dividends promise to exceed one million dollars. 

The completion of this extent of railruads 
must greatly help the business of Boston, and re- 
lieve the money market.— Boston Courier. 


THe Waa ce Fisnery in THE’ Unitep States. 
The New Bedford Merchants’ Transcript of 
Tuesday contains its annual statement of the re- 
sults and comparative condition of the whale 
fishery in the United States during the year 1843. 
The number of vessels which have arrived in 
1848 was 216, of which 75 were at New Bedford, 
10 at Fairhaven, 6 at Mattapoisett, 6 at West- 
port, 16 at Nantucket, 6 at Boston, 22 at New 
London, 14 at Sag Harbor, 12 at Provincetown, 
5 at Greenport, 3 at Cold Spring, 7 at Stoning- 
ton, 5 at Mystic, 2 at Falmouth, 4 at Edgartown, 
7 at Warren, 3 at New Yor k,and 1 each at Sip- 
pican, Wareham, Plymouth, Lynn, Salem, Ports- 
mouth, Somerset, Fall River, Bristol, Newport, 
New Suffolk, and Yarmouth. The quantity of 
sperm oil rmported was J07,976 barreis, (a de- 
crease on 1847 of 12,777 barreis;) of whale oil 
280,656 barrels, (a decrease of 32,494 barrels ;) 
of bone 2,003,000 pounds, (a decrease of 1,348,- 
640 pounds.) The imports of whale oil are, 
however, larger than for any year since 1840, 
save the Jast, but the imports of sperm oil are 
smaller than for any year since 1840, save 1846, 
which was only 95,217 barrels ; the imports ol 
bone are nearly up to the average since 1840. 

The importations of sperm oii the present year 
are estimated, from the vessels which will be 
due, at 109,154 barrels. 


ED 


of 7,000 barrels on last year, but belorv the iter. 
age of the last eight years. 


The subjoined table comprises the vessels ep. 
gaged in tho Whale Fishery for the year 1843, 
and furnishes a comparative statement of the 
years 1847 and 1848, from which last it will be 
seen there 1s a diminution of the Whaling Fleet 
during 1848 of 40 ships, 1 brig, and 4 schooners, 
—of 14,553 tons. 


Ships & Barks, Brigs. Schrs. Tonnage, 














New Bedford 247 1 81.075 
Fairhaven 49 15,805 
Dartmouth 1 1i| 
Westport ll 64 2 804 
Mattapoisett 6 4 1 8380 
Sippican 1 256 
Wareham ] 374 
Dist. of N. Bedford 315 11 1 102,305 
Falmouth 3 1,106 
Holmes’ Hole 3 949 
Edgartown 6 2 2,408 
Nantucket 66 2 1 23,477 
Yarmouth ] 90 
Provincetown 1 4 3 1,260) 
Piymouth 1 175 
Lyno 2 720 
Salem l 398 
Somerset 1 137 
Fall River 5 1,615 
Bristol 1 222 
Warren 20 6,647 
Providence 4 1,453 
Newport 6 1,984 
Stonington 21 6,414 
Mystic 15 ] 4,897 
New London 48 1 4 17,830 
Bridgeport 2 709 
Sagharbor 41 14,653 
Greenport 10 3,059 
New Suffolk | 227 
Cold Spring 8 3,315 
January 11,1849 581 21 12 196,110 
Javuary 1, 1343 621 22 16 210,663 
40 ] 4 14,553 


PopuLATION oF THE WorxLp —The last esti 
mate oi the worid is as foliows: 





Asia, 585,000,0u0 
Europe, 234 VUU,U0U 
Alrica, 110,000,000 
America, 90, U0U,0U0 
Oceanica, 2u, 000,000 

Total, 1,000,000, 000 

Of this number there are: 

Heathen, 600,000,000 
Mahometans, 140,000,000 
Jews, 10,000, 0U0 
Roman Catholics, 130,0U0, 000 
Greek Church, 59,000, 000 
Protestant denominations, 65,000,000 


By the above table it appears that out of a 
population of a thousand millions, the Christians 
can claim but one-fitth of that inconceivable 
numver. 


J .2av.—During the year 1848, there were ex- 
ported from Galena, 681,996 pigs (47 737,830 
¢- Junds)—valued at $1,527,610 956. 


Sons or TemperRANceE.—We find in the Wash- 
ington News, the following extract fruu: the re- 
port to the annual meeting of the Nativnal Divi- 
sion, in June, 1848: : 


Number of Divisions in the U. States 2,651 
Do members initiated during 
last year 88,237 
Whole number of members 149,372 
Whole amount of receipts of subordinate 
Divisions in the United Siates $475,987 56 
Whole amount of benefits paid out 140,058 39 
Do do cash on hand 28,666 635 
Number ot deaths 772 


Coinace oF THE Mint.—The report of the 
Director of the U.S. Mint, just laid vefore Con- 
gress, furnishes the following statistics on the 
subject: 

The deposites for coinage at the Mint and 
Branches during the year 1848 were as follows: 


Mint at Gold Silver 
Unarlotte, N.C. $370,799 

Dahiunega, Ga. 274,473 

New Orleans, La. 183,360 1 459,77 
Philadelphia, Pa. 2,584,460 466,732 


—— 








The exports of whale oil from New Bedford to 
Europe in 1848 were 17,093 barrels, an increase! 


Total $3,413,092 $2,126, 506 
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The coinage during the year was as follows: 


Mint at Gold. Silver. Copper. 
Charlotte, N. C.$364,330 00 

Dahlonega, Ga. 271,752 50 

New Orleans 358,500 00 1,620,0C0 00 
Philadelphia 2,780,930 GO 420,050 00 64,157 99 


ee 


Total $3,775,512 50 2,040,050 00 64,157 99 
The total number of pieces coined during the 
year was 12,649,790 , the total value was $5,879,- 
0 49. 
The deposits of Gold at the Mints for coinage, 
which was the produce of mines within the Uni- 
ted States, have been as follows: 








Mints of In 1848 Total Deposits. 
Virginia $57,886 since 1829 $1,003,150 
North Carolina 106,034 since 1524 3,995,470 
Sovth Carolina 19,228 since 1829 409,094 
Georgia 3,370 since 1830 2,336,616 
‘| ennuessee 3,497 since 1831 32,399 
Alabama 3,670 since 18zY 49,163 
New Mexico 682 6%2 
California 44.177 44,177 
Various sources 34,237 

Total $241,544 $7,991,635 


The quantity of gold, the produce of the Mines 
of the United States, coined at the Branch Mints 
has been as follows: 


In 1848. Total since 1838. 





At Charlotte, N.C. $570,709 $2,033,563 
Dalilonega, Ga. 274,473 3,496,433 
New Orleans, La. 12,539 129,376 

Totals $657,561 $5,649,377 


And the total coinage of the United States’ 
Mint since 1793, has been 
Go'd $77,341,440 00 Copper 
Silver _ 73,466,514 90 
Total $151,017,714 10 
Consisting of 343,281,750 pieces of cuin. 


ee eee ee 
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showing the magnitude and growing importance 
of this branch of the wealth of Pennsylvania, 
and her resources, must be read with general in- 
terest: 
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lt will be seen, says a Conlemporary print, that 
the amount of coal sent to tide-water in 1848 is 
nearly double the quantity sent from the same 
companies in 1844, and one half greater than 
‘the amount sent forward in 1845—though, from 
various causes, the trade the past year has been 
unusually depressed. The amount sent to market 
this year, at 25 cenis per ton, in the mines, 








Wasninctron Ciry —One hunéred and thirty- 
six houses were erected in Washington, during 
ihe year 1648, making a total of 5,922 houses in 
that city. 

Pasgent Orrice.—A complete list of the patents 
for inventions aud designes, issued by the Uns 
ted States, from 179U to 1847 inclusive, has eeen 


published at Washington, trom which we derive | dollars. 


the following Statement: 


Slates. No. of Patents. States. No of Patents| in the Virginia Legislature, in favor of a bill to 
Maine 483 Aiabama 65 | incorporate the Virginia Coal Company, Mr. 
New Hampshire 297 Mississippi 93)| Faulkner of Berkely stated that the coal fields of 
Vermout 310 Louisiava 77 | that State covered 21,000 square miles out of the 
Massachusetts 2161 Arkansas Q| total area of 64,0U0—an extent equal to that of 
Rhode Island 234 ‘Tennessee 103 | England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales combined ! 
Connecticut 1150 Kentucky 185| Cannel and purely bituminuous coal, abounded 
New Yoik 5382 Onto 749 | through the basin of the Kanawa, and was so ac- 
New Jersey 461 Michigan 51 | cessible that asingle hand could dig with e:se 
Penusyivania 2167 indiava 114 | two hundred bushels per day. 

Delaware 52 Illinois, 71| Coau.—Great Britain produces annually 31,- 
Maryland 662 Missouri 40} 500,000 tons of coal; Belgium, 4,960,077 ; 
Virginia 631 Florida ]|} France, 4,141,617; United States, 4,400,000;, 
ra arenes = — 4 Prussia, 3,500,000 ; and Austria, 700,000. 

vuth Uarolina y owa 7 

: : ¥ : Pin Manuracture —Messrs. Brown and El- 
Goorgsn 80 Wisconsin e a of Wateibury, Ct., manufacture two bar- 


Disv’ct of Culumbia 224 | 
The total is 14.015; Northern States 11,606, | per week. 


Southern States 2,409. To the New England 
States 4,641. 


The tollow ing are the numbers granted during 


the same time to the principal cities: 


Boston 
New York 


different sections of our country. 


VaLve oF THE PenNs¥ivania Coat District 


lo the Senate of the United States, Mr. Came- 
ron recently remarked that thirty years ago, cual 
was unknown in this country; yet in 1846, it 
gave employment equal to five million of days 
work annually. 1t keptin movement a thousand 


ships of one hundred and fifty tons each, and af 


forded a nursery for the training of six thousand 


seamen, who earned six millions of dollars. I 
gave circulation to a capital of fifly millions o 
dollars. It kept ig activity fifteen thousand mi 


ners, and sustained a popujation of seventy 


tuousand souls who annually consumed upward 
of two millions worth of agricnitural production 
and more than three and a half millions of vol 


. Great Britain 1 632 

Jars worth of merchandize. Elsewhere 4,953 
The following comparative statement of the 

- Anthracite Coai Trade for the last four years, as | Total 53,219 


623 Philadelphia 916 
1787 Baltimore 430 
These statements are somewhat curious, and 
may be regarded as indicative toa certain ex- 
tent, of the invenlive genius of the people in 


which, we believe, is the price at which the 
| mines are leased, it will be seen, produces over 
‘three quarters of a million of dollars: and at 
three dollars per ton. which is about the price 
it realizes at tide-water, the 3,069,473 tons sent 
to market in 1843, must have brought into our 
Commonwealth between nine and ten millions of 





Vireinta Coat.—In a speech recently made 





rels of pins per day, numbering about 8,000,000 


Cusa.—The following from a Havana circu- 
lar, will show the quantily of Sugar, Coffee, end 
Molasses exported from Havana and Matanzas, 
durivg the past two years. 

EXPORT OF SUGAR. 


Havana. Matanzas. 


as xa =~ < om tomy 

1847. 1848. 1847. 1848. 

To U. States — bxs. 173,113 133,147 117,045 99,473 
Great Britain 70,870 70,100 63,933 32,076 
N. of Europe 226,481 257,734 125,645 136,668 
S. of Europe 162,326 181.206 56,903 40,712 
Elsewhere 12,063 15.902 6,388 4,713 





Tue Manocany Trape.—Although Honduras 
Mahogany is toa small extent made use of on 
the continent of Europe, the demand for the con- 
linent is so very limited as not to permit of any 
direct shipments hence, and continental purcha- 
sers select in the markets of London and Liver- 
pool the limited supplies they require. All di- 
rect shipments from Honduras are therefore con- 
fined to Great Britain and to the United States. 
The maikets of Great Britain, consuming on an 
average, inclusive of supplies to the continent, 
about 9,000,000 annually ; those of the United 
States something under 1,000,000. And the 
shipping employed annually in the carrying 
trade of this niahogany is not less than 30,000 
tons. 

The following is a comparative statement of 
the shipments made hence in— 


1845. 1846. 1847. 1848. 
In limits 7,945,210 9,567,570 6 502,717 7,351,777 
Out do. 1,974,297 3,186,878 2,250,U00 2,191,840 





9 919,567 12,754,448 8,752,717 9,543,617 


This statement may be relied upon as perfect- 
ly correct, being compiled from the most au- 
thentic sources. ‘The statement for 1848 !s made 
up to the first November only, and of the ship- 
ments of this, 3,805,600 feet, were of last year’s 
culting. ‘There are remaining in the hands of 
the respective firms here, in course of shipmeit, 
or ready for shipment, of the present year’s cul- 
lings— 

Within the settlemeut 
Without the limits 


3,130,204 feet. 
1,495,000 “* 





4,625,204 feet. 
Forming a total for shipment for 
1848, of 

On the 31st of August, 1647, the 
stock in the docks in London 
were reported to be 12,833 


14,168,151 feet. 


logs 4,448,050 “° 
On the 2ist August, 1848, 9,008 
logs 2,647,000 * 


This shows a very essential decrease, but it 
may be accounted for by the reason thal the 
shipments of this year have been unusually late, 
and but little of last year’s wood shipped this 
year, and no wood of the present year’s culting 
had reached England on the Ist September, 
to be included in the statement of the 3lst Au- 
ust. 

P From this sketch which proposes an aggregate 
production for 1849, of only 4,470,000, we are 
glad to find that prudence and moderation are 
the characteristics of their preparations. The 
quanlity is wot greater than the markets will 
bear, and if they be not misled by false views and 
expectations, and keep to the line of prudence 
they have so far adopted, a slow but sure im- 
provement in the mahogany matket may be re- 
ied on. It will, however, if they keep this cal- 
cuJalion in view, namely :— 


That the stock on hand, Ist Sep- 
tember, was 
The shipments of this year, 
which had not then reacbed 
England, say 6,500,000 * 
To be shipped of this year’s cut- 
ting 4,625,000 ‘* 
To ve shipped during 1849 4,470,000 * 


2 647,000 feet. 





~ 18,232,000 _ ** 
Deduct for shipments to the Uni- 


ted States 2,000,000 * 





16,232,000 ‘* 


against an anntal consumption which must not 
be estimated at more than six or seven millions. 
[ Belize (Honduras) Observer, Nov. 1}. 








Total bxs. 644,853 686,989 361,914 313,352 


EXPORT OF COFFEE. 

To U. States arr. 80,200 44,586 17,492 2,063 
Great Britain 1,333 176 7 
N. of Europe 24.377 4495 53,089 2260 
S. of Europe 204,132 60,913 21,835 3,485 
Elsewhere 15,920 8,192 9,162 636 
: Total arrs. 326,061 118,262 101,558 8,431 


The-quantity of Molasses exported from Ma- 
S| tanzas in 1848, was as follows: 


. To the United States 





Hhds. 47,584 




















Miscellaneous. 
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CoLonizaTion Society.—The thirly-second an- 
nual meeting of the American Colonizalion Society 
was held at the hall of the House of Represen- 
latives on the 16th inst. In the absence of the 
President, the Hon. E. WaittLesey, one of the 
Vice Presidents, took the chair, and called upon 
the Rev. R. R. Gurley to address the throne of 

race. 

The Seeretary presented a summary statement 
of the facts contained in the annual report; from 
which we gather the following : 





The Society has seat out to Liberia during the 
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past year 443 emigtants—324 slaves who were 
liberated for the purpose, 2 recaptured Africans, 
and 117 free persons of color; who were from 
thirteen States of the Union, viz: from Virginia 
170, Georgia 60, South Carolina 47, Mississippi 
35, Louisiana 37, Kentucky 28, Alabama 23, 
Washington 10, Pennsylvania 9, [illinois 7, New 
York 5, North Carolina 5, Georgetown, D. Ct 5, 
Ohio 1, and Michigan 1. The applicants, who 
are waiting to be carried over during the year 
1849, number 657; and it is expected that the 
applications will exceed the means for transpor- 
ting the applicants. The expenses during the last 
year were $50,114 37. Receipts $51,953 46; 
balance in the treasury $1,839 05. ‘The report 
commented at some length on the prosperous 
condition of Liberia, and was, upon the whole, 
an interesting document. 


The Hon. R. W. Tuompeson, of Indiana, of- ’ 


fered the following resolution, which was adop- 
ted :— 

Resolved, That the history of the past year, as 
developed in the report which has just been 
read, has strengthened our confidence in the 
great principles of the Colonization Society, and 
that in their purity and strength we see satisfac- 
tory evidence of their ultimate triumph. 


The Hon. Roperr J. Waxxer, Secretary of 
the Treasury, with some appropriate remarks, 
introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That in founding a new republican 
empire on the shores of Africa, in introducing 
there civilization and christianity; in banishing 
the slave trade from a Jarge portion of its wes- 
tern coast, and accelerating its expulsion from 
that whole continent ; in opening commerce and 
intercourse with the savage tribes of the interior, 
soon to be followed by a rapid advancement in 
their condition; in laying the foundation of a 
system destined to facilitate the ultimate sepa- 
paration of the two races of Ham and Japhet in 
this confederacy by universal consent, ior the 
great advantage of both, and the gradual and 
peaceful restoration of the former to the land of 
their forefathers, regenerated by the light of 
Christlanity, and trained iv the principles of our 
free institutions: and especially in fixiog basis 
upon which the friends of religion and humanity, 
of freedom, of the constitution, and of the Union, 
can every where, in every State, north and 
south, east and wesi, unite their efforts for the 
advancement of the happivess of both races, and 
at the same time accomplish the glorious pur- 
pose of preserving the harmony, and perpetua- 
ting the union of the States; the American Colo- 
nization Society, embracing tne whole country 
and ali its paris, has established a claim upon 
the efficient aid and zealous co-operation of 
every lover of his country and of mankind. 

The Hon. Joseru R. inGersoii, of Pennsyl- 
Vania, seconded the resolution, and addressed 
the meeting thereupon, alter which it was adop- 
ted. 

The hon. Roperr McLane, of Maryland, of- 
fered the fellowing preambie and resviutiuns, 
Which were adopted : 


Whereas the institution of domestic slavery in 


a eee 








a 





to the favorable consideration of the respective 
State Legislatures and of the General Govern- 
ment. 


_ The meeting, which was very large and very 
interesting, then adjourned. 
S 





District or Cotumsia.— The annexed items of 
information in reference to the first suggestion and 
the subsequent establishment of the District, taken 
from the Kichmond Whig, and compiled from sources 
the most authentic, will be read with interest at the 
present juncture : 

The first suggestion of a separate District in 
which the seat of Governmeut should be esta- 
blished, met with in ‘* The Madison Papers,” is 
in the ** Draft of a Federal Government,”’. pre- 
pared by Mr. Charles Pinckney, of South Caro- 
lina, and laid before the Convention, 29th May, 
1787. It is in these words: 

‘““ The Legislature of the United States shall 
have power,” &c. &c. * * * “to provide for 
the establishment of a seat of Government for 
the United States not exceeding — miles square, 
in which they shall have exclusive jurisdiction.” 
—2 Vol. Madison Papers, p. 740. 


* Thursday, July 26th, 1787. 

Col. Mason observed that it would be proper, 
as he thought, that some provision should be made 
in the Constitution, against choosing, for the seat 
of the General Government, the city or place ai 
which the seat of any State Government might be 
fixed. «There were two objections against having 
them atthe -ame place, which, without mentionu- 
ing others, required some precaution on the sub- 
ject. ‘I'he first was: that it tended to produce dis- 
pules concerning Jurisdiction. ‘The second, and 
principal one, was: that the intermixture of the 
two Legislatures tended to give a provincial tinc- 
lure to the National deliberations, He moved 
that the committee be instructed to receive a 








clause to prevent the seat of the National Go- 
vernment being in the same city or town with the 
seat of the Governunent of any State, longer 
than until the necessary public buildings could be 
erected. 

Mr. 4. Martin seconded the motion. 

Mr. Gouverneur Morris did not dislike the idea, 
but was apprehensive that such a clause might 
make enemies of Poiladelphia aud New York, 
which had expectations of becoming the seat of 
the General Goverament. 

Mi. Langdon approved the idea, also, but sug- 
gested the Case vi a Siale moving its seat of go- 
veromenpt to the National seat, alter the erection 
of the public buildings. 

Mr. Gorham. Tbe precaution may be evaded 
by the National Legislature, by delaying to erect 
the public buildings. 

Mr. Gerry conceived it to be the general sense 
of America, that neither the seat of a State Go- 
vernment, hor any large commercial city, should 
ve the seatol the General Government, 

Mi. Williamson liked the idea; but, knowing 
how much (he passions of men were agitated by 
this matler, Was apprehensive of turning them 
against the system. He apprehended, also, that 
an evasion might be practised in the way hinted 














the United States exists as the creature of local 
municipal law, so recognized and respected in 
the Federal Constitution : Therefore— 

Resolved, That in all action affectiug this insti- 
tulion ip its social or political aspect, the Ame- 
rican’ citizen and stulesman who reveres the 
Federal Union has imposed upoo himethe most 
solemn obligations to respect in spirit and letter 
the authority of such local and municipal sove- 
reignttes, and to resist ail aggressive influences 
which tend to disturb the peace and tranquillity 
of the States that may lave created or sanctioned 
this institution. 

Resolved, further, ‘That the efforts of the Ame- 
rican Colonizavion Society to facilitate the ulli- 
mate emancipation and restoration of the black 
race to social and pational independence are 
highly honorable and judicious, and consistent 
with a strict respect for the rights and privileges 
of the citizens of the several States wherein the 
instilution ol slavery 18 sanctioned by municipal 
law. 


Hveu Maxweut, Esq., of New York, was 
called upon, and having made an address, offered 
the foHhuwig tesolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the influence which the scheme 
of Alrican colonization exerts to suppress the 
slave trade, to spread the Koglish lauguage and 
the principles ol republican governmeut, and to 


by Mr. Gurham. 

Mr. Pinckney thought the seat of a State Go- 
Verument ougit lo be aveided ; but that a large 
town, or ils vicimily, would be proper for the seat 
of the General Government. 

Colouel Mason did not mean to press the mo- 
tion al tis time, nor lo excite hostile passions 
agaipstthe system. He was couteolto withdraw 
tue motion lor the present. 

**Mr. Buller was for fixing, by the Constitu- 
tion, the piace—aud a central oue—ior the seat 
of the National Governinent,”—2 Vol. Madison 
Papers, pp. 12, 13, LY, 20. 

this was the last subject discussed before the 
resolutions, therelo.ore adopted by the Conven- 
liov, were relerred lo the ** Committee of De- 
tail.” 


** Jugust 6ih, 1787. 


The Comof&tee of Detail reported the plan of a 
coustilulion, of which the 8th section vi the Gih 
article is as follows; 

*Neitner House, without the consent of the 
other, shall agjourn for more than 3 days, nor to 
any other piace thaa that at which the two 
houses are setting. But this regulation shall not 
exiend to the Senate when it suall exercise the 
powers mentioned in the arucle.’ . 
When this section was taken up for discussion 
[Aug. 11,) Mc. Aing rewarked that the section 








open new markets tor Awerican products, and 
extend American commerce, should commend it 
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tability of place had dishonored the Federal Go. 
vernment, and would require as strong a cure ag 
we could devise. He thought a law at least 
should be necessary to a removal of the seat of 
Government. * * * * * © 

Mr. Madison supposed that a central place for 
the seat of Government was so just, and would 
be so much insisted on by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, that though a law should be made 
requisite, it could and would be obtained. The 
necessity of a central residence of the Go- 
vernment would be much greater under the new, 
than under the old Government.”—3 Mad. pap. 
1295. 

After some further debate, in which the necessi- 
ly of a permanent seat of Government con tinued to 
be forcibly presented, the section reported by 
the ** Committee of Detail” was modified so as 
to read : 

‘** During the session of the Legislature neither 
House, without the consent of the other, shall ad~ 
journ for more than 3 days, nor to any other place 
than that at which the two Houses are sitting.” 
This being substantially the 4th clause of the 
Sth section of 1st articie of the Federal Con- 
stitution.—See 3d vol. Mad. pap. p. 1295, 96, 
"97. . 

Afier a minute discussion of the ‘report of 
the Committee of Detail,” ‘*a Committee on 
Style, &c.” was appointed, which, on the 12th 
September, reported the constitution, and this, 
as to the clause giving Congress the power to es~ 
tablish a permanent seat of Government, was 
not changed afterwards; and constitutes the 17th 
clause of 8th section of first article of Federal 
Constitution, and is in these words: 

** Congress shall have power * * * toex- 
ercise exclusive legislation in all cases whalso- 
ever, over such District (not exceeding 10 miles 
square) as may, by cession of particular States 
and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat 
of Government of the United States, and to ex- 
ercise like authority over all places purchased by 
the consent of the Legislature of the Siate in 
which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, 
magazines, arsenals, duck-yards, aud other weed- 
ful buildings."—See 3d vol. Madison’s ‘pap. 
1550; Same 1612; Hickey’s Coustitution U.S. 

. 10. 

r On 23d December 1783, the State of Mary- 
land passed **an act to cede to Congress a dis- 
trict of ten miles square in this State [Marys 
land] for the seat of Government of the United 
States.” 

And the State of Virginia, on December 3d, 
1789, passed *‘ an act for the cession of ten miles 
square, or any lesser quaniily of territory, with- 
in this State [Virginia] to the United States in 
Congress assembled, tor the permaueut seat of 





That act is to be found in 12th vol. Hening’s 
Statuies at large, p. 43—44. It is in these 
words ; 

Cuaprer xxi. (Title as above quoted.) 

* Section 1. Whereas the equal aod common 
benefits resulting from the administration of the 
Geoeral Government will be best ditlused, and 
ilg Operations become more prompt aod certain, 
by establishing such a situation for the seat of the 
said governmeut as will be most central and con- 
venient to the citizeos of the United S:ates at 
large, having regard as well to population, extent 
of territory, and a free navigation to the Atlantic 
Ocean through the Chesape.ke Bay, as to the 
most direct and ready communication with our 
fellow citizens in the Western frontier; aad 
whereas it appears to this Assembly, that a silua-~ 
tion combining all the considerations and advan- 
tages-belore reci:ed, may be had on the banks of 
ihe river Potomac, above tide water, io a rich 
aud fertile soil, healthy and salubrious in climate, 
aboundiog in all the necessaries and conveniences 
of jie, where in a location of ten oles square, 
if the wisdom of Congress shall so direct, the 
States of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia 
may participate in such location. Be it therefore 
enacted by the General Assembly, That a tract of 
country vol exceeding 1U mutes square, or aby 
lesser quantity, to be Jodated withiu the limits of 
this State, and in any part theréof as Congress 
may by law direct, shall be, and the same is hereby 
forever ceded and relinquished to the Congress and 
government of the United States, in full and abso- 
lute right and exclusive jurisdiction as well of soil as 
of persons, residing or to reside thereon, pursuant to 
the tenor and ettect of 8.0 section of the Ist arte 
cle of the Constuiution of the Goveroment of the 








wuuthurizea the two Houses to adjuuro to a new 
piace. He thought this incoavenieut, ‘The mu- 





United States : , 
Sec. 2.. Provided, That nothing herein contain 
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cd, shall be construed to vest in the Mnited States 
any right of property in the soil, or to affect the 
rights of individuals therein, otherwise than the 
same shall or may be transferred by such indivi- 
duals to the United States. 

Sec. 3. And provided also, That the jurisdiction 
of the laws of this Commonwealth, over the per- 
sons, and property of individuals residing within 
the limits of the cession aforesaid, shall not cease 





or determine, until Congress, having accepted 
the said cession, shall by law provide for the go- 
vernment thereof, under their jurisdiction, in 
manner provided by the article of the constitu- 
tion before recited.” 

And this is the whole of the Virginia act of 
cession. Congress, as required by the Constitu- 
tion, accepted these cessions made by Virginia 
and Maryland, and the permanent seat of govern- 
ment was established by the act of Congress, en- 
titied ** an act for establishing the temporary and 
permanent seat of the goverument of the United 
States’—approved Ifth July, 1790, and the act 
amending the same approved 3d March, 1791. 

The District of ten miles square was accord- 
inglv located, and its lines and boundaries parti- 
ciularly established by a proclamation of George 
Washington, President of the United Siates, on 
March 30th, 1791; and by the act ** concerning 
the District of Columbia”—approved 27th Fe- 
bruary, 1801, Congress assumed complete juris- 
diction over the said District, as contemplated by 
the framers of the constitution. See Hickey’s 
Constitution, 438. 
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Commerce or New Yorx.—The value of mer- 
chandise imported into this port during the year | 
just closed, compares very favorably with that 
of our most prosperous years. More than one 
half of the aggregate importation into the Uuaited 
Stales was entered at this port. 





; Value. Value | 
1835 $89,364,108 1842 $57,415,535 | 
1836 Lis 856,194 1843 50,036 ,667 
1837 65,374,508 1844 75,749 220 | 
1838 77,214,729 1845 69,332,399 | 
1839 97 078,687 1846 70,269,791 
1840 56,845,424 1847 95 036,257 
184] 75,268,035 1848 88,400,960 | 


The value of merchandise imported into this | 
port in 1836 exceeded that for any previous year, | 
or any year since; bul the enormous tuflation in 
prices at that time for foreign manufactures and | 
produce of every description, swelled the total | 
value, without overloading the markets, Du-' 
ring the year just closed, prices ruled exceeding- 
ly low, and we have no doubt a grealer quanlily 
ol foreign merchandise of all kinds was received 
for the same sum than in any previous year in- 
cluded in the above table. The revolutions in| 
the political, financial, and commercial affairs | 
of Europe, created such a derangement in public 
aid private credits, that the most enormous sa- 
crifices were submitted to for the purpose of rea- 
lizing money for merchandise. The manulac- 
tures of France, became so much depreciated in 
Value by the revulsion and revolution, that large 
shipments of specie were made from ‘his portJor | 
the purpose of purchasing them upén specula- | 
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1848. 1847. 
Bacon, cks. 24,039 12,472 
Beef, bris. 14,100 10,254 
Corn, sacks 383,502 473,449 
Flour, bris. 377,703 435,019 
Hemp, bales 48 573 81,525 
Hides 47,099 71,877 
Lead, pigs 677,710 | 767,756 
Lard, bris. 76,048 31,005 
do kegs 13,119 12,247 
Oil, Lard bris. 567 478 
do Linseed 7384 485 
do Castor 309 332 
Pork, 94,582 45,922 
Tobacco, hhds. 9,158 10,935 
Tallow, bris. 2,324 2,217 
Wool, bales 1,398 2,107 
Whiskey, bris. 30,492 30,247 
Wheat, 26,360 97,123 
do sks. 1,006,960 1,222,432 


Commerce or Puiraperputa.—The following 
is a comparative statement of the value of Im- 
ports, &c., at Philadelptia, fourth quarter of 











1847. 1848. 

Value of Imports. 
American, $2,179,719 $2,246,060 
Foreign vessels, 352,857 206,120 
$2,532,576 $2,452,180 | 
Value of Exports, $1,109,499 $1,516,448 
Cash duties received, 442,275 26 402,041 41 

1847. 1848. 


Tonnage entered from foreign 
ports, tons 


22,330 28,493 


Number of foreign arrivals 110 12] 
Numoer of coastwise arrivals, 7,915 6,056 
Number of foreign clearances, 112 13 

Number of coastwise clearances, 434 345 


TrapeE or Battimore.—The Annual Report 
of Mayor Stansbury, furnishes the following 
statement of the Foreign Commerce of the Port 


of Baltimore, for the year 1848: 


Merchandise imported in Amer. vessels $4,988,175 
Do du Foreign do 


ee 


$5,562,917 





Total imports 





Exports of Dom. produce in Am. vessels $5,435,450 











v do For. do 1,079, 42 
Exports of For. merchandise in Am. do 83,341 
Do uo du For. do 24,330 
Total export $6,622.363 
No. ves. Tons. Men, 
Entries of American vessels 
trom Foreign ports 346 74,801 3226 
Entries of Foreign vessels 
trom Foreign ports 114 22,996 1102 
Total entries 460 97,797 4328 
Clearances of American ves- 
sels to Foreign ports 412 90,544 33868 
Clearances of Foreign ves- 
sels to Foreign ports 124 28,058 1302 
Total clearances 536 118,602 5170 


ComMERCE OF PortLanp, Maine.—The Port- 
land Argus publishes the following as an official 
account of the trade of that port for the last two 


tion, and very large profits were realized in this | Years: 


market on the sales of these geods. These cir- | 
cumstances have, no doubt, teuded to increase 

the importations; but it. is some satisfaction to 

us to know thal, if our exporting staples have 

been sold in foreign markets at prices velow re | 
munerating points, we have had the benefits of a | 
corresponding reduction in prices on most of our | 
imports. Jt will be seen by the above cowpara- 
live table, that the value of merchandise impor- 
ted into this district in 1835, 1836, 1839, and 


1347, exceeded that of the year just c!oseu. 


Port or New Yors.—The total number of 
vesseis uf all classes irom foreign ports, at New 
York, from Jauuary 1st to December 3lst., 1848, 
was 3060; and the total arrivais for the same 
tine in 1847, was 3147—showing a decrease in 
1848 of 37 vessels. 

The number of passengers arrived in 1848, 
was 191,907,—1n 1847, 166,110: showing au in- 
Crease in 1848 of 25,799. 


_ Trane or St. Louis.—We publish the follow- 
ing Statement of the receipts of Produce at St. 
Louis, Mo., during the past two years, as an il- 
lusiraticn of the commercial importance of one 
of the great Produce Depots o1 the Mississippi 





Valley : 





Number of Foreign entries in 1848 315 
Do do 1847 202 
Increase 113 
Value of Imports in 1848 $616,045 00 
Do do 1847 228,663 00 
lncrease of Importation 387.382 U0 
Duties coliected in 1848 153,710 90 


Do do 13847 109,229 91 





Increase of duties 44.480 99 
Value of Goods warehoused in 1848 479,266 32 
Do do 1847 251,610 35 





$227,655 97 


Ga ena (Illinois.—It appears from a statement 
in the Missouri Republican, that the commerce 
of this city—the depot of the Upper Mississippi 
iead mines—is increasing with great rapidily. 
The total number of steamboat arrivals from the 
17\b of March to the 6th of December, 1848, 
was 259; keel-boats, 158; flat-boais, 107. A 
very large amount of lumber, shingles, coopers’ 
stuffs, &c., was landed at the wharf, the vaiue of 
which 39 estimated at $106,662 67. The follow- 


ing statement of the exports of Galena during the 
same perio, is also published : 


681,996 pigs of lead, 47,737,830 


los.—valued at $1,527,610 56 


16.985 bushels of wheat 9,341 55 
3,467 do barley 1,040 10 
15,491 barrels of four 43,845 00 
7.128 hides 14,251 00 
45,823 pounds of copper 5,951 99 





Total value of exports $1,602,050 40 


Trave or tHe Wasasn.—The Wabash Atlas, 
of 9th inst., gives a very gratifying account of 
the business of Lafayette. It estimates the va- 
lue of the exports from that town the past year, 
of productions from the region around it, by the 
river and canal, at not Jess than four millions of 
dollars. Upwards of three millions of this, it 
shows in the enumeration of eight articles as 
follows : 





574,742 | 


33,468 bbls. Flour, estimated at $4 bbl. $125,872 
375,470 bush. Wheat, estimated at 55c. 
per bush. : 206,508 

597,773 bush. Corn at 22 131,510 
44.449 do Oatsatl15 6,678 
20,422 bbis. Pork, estimated at $82 per 
| barrel 163,376 
| 2,232,387 lbs. Lard, estimated at 5c. per 
| pound 111,619 
| Bacon and Bulk Meat, estimated at 2,500,000 
16,188 lbs. Beef and ‘l'allow, aver. 5c. 80,940" 





Total $3,328,500 


The interest agent of Illinois has given notice 
that a dividend of $4,75 on each $1000 of the 
| Stock of the State will be paid on the second of 
| January. 
| From the Ist of October last to the 10th inst., 


| there bas been, and will be, paid of dividends, and 
| Interest in the city of Baltimore, about $650,000, 





Disasters ON THE Laxes.—According to 
statement in the Buffalo Commercial, there were 
136 marine disasters and losses on the Lakes du- 
ring the season of 1848. Totalloss of property 
$420,512. Number of lives lost, 55. 











Foreign Intelligence. 


ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMER. 


The Steamship Canapa arrived yesterday at 
New York, bringing dates from Liverpool to the 
15th inst. The aspect of commercial affairs is 
encouraging, and a good business anticipated. 
For the week ending Oth inst., the cotton market 
showed an advance of jd. and also 3d. in Ameri- 
can descriptions, with considerable speculation. 
During the week ending the 13th, prices gave 
way slightly. There is a decline also in most 
kinds of breadstufis—the demand for corn meal 
being nearly suspended. 

‘The California gold excitement was raging 
nearly to as great an extent in England as here. 

Money is easy, and discounts range at 23 to 3} 
per cent. 


France.—The President has determined that 
the list of candidates for the Vice Presidency 
shall be M. Odillon Barrot, Abbatucci, and Bou- 
lay de ja Meurthe, The Assembly wiil no doubt 
choose M_Odillon Barrot. M. Dufaur, in that 
case, will probably succeed him as Minister of 
Justice. M M. de Remusat refuses to join any 
cabinet, of which 1M. Mole and Thiers gare 
uot members. 

‘}be movement in favor of dissolving the Na- 
tional Assembly gains ground, and it «as asserts 
ed, upon authority, at a club meeting, that La- 
martine would support (he measure. The coliision 
foreshadowed between the co-ordinate powers of 
the President, and the Assembly, and which is 
perceived by Lamartine to be inevitable, has ins 
duced to this step. ‘Ihe proposition for the dis- 
solution on the 13tn of April is likely to prevail. 

‘The Prince de la Poskowa, goes ambassador 
to Stoekholm, and General Peiet is named am- 
bassador extraordinary to Turiv. 

The French funds have declined a little by 
reason of the uncertaiuty which prevails ip re- 
gard to the dissolution of the Assembly. Trade 
has improved. 








Sparmv.—General Concha has resigned the of- 
fice oi Captain Generaisbip of Catalonia. Gen 
Ullalonger bas been appointed to succeed him, 

Calcona has beetr biockaded by the Cariists. 
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Portuca..—The Cortes opened on the 2d inst. 
at Lisbon by the Queen, who made a speech from 
the throne. 


Prussia-—The Prussian Ministry is actively 


engaged in preparing special laws, by which the} 


principles of the Constitution shall be carried into 
effect. 


Austria.—The Imperial arms continue suc- 
cessful. A letter from Vienna, dated January 
Ist, states that it was reported the city of Kor- 
noru had fallen into the hands of the Imperial 
troops, in consequence of treason. 

The tranquillity of Berlin is still maintained 
by Gen. Wrangel. 

Frankfort still continues the focus of intrigue, 
having for their object the unity of Germany, 
which it is considered cannot be effected. 


_ Denmarx.—The King has issued a proclama- 
tion, protesting against the violation of essential 
conditions of the armistice with Prussia, by the 
Collective government of the Duchies. Every 
thing indicates a renewal of the war when win- 
ler is over, unless in the‘interval the local powers 
interfere in some summarf way to interdict hos- 
tilities. 

itaLty.—lt is mentioned in the Paris papers of 
Tuesday, that the Pope wishing to avoid foreign 
intervention intends to try the effect of a personal 
step. It is said that he will go to Civita Vecchia, 
and make appeal to the people; which, if not re- 
sponded to, let things take their own course. He 
still remains at Gaeta. 

Private letters from Milan speak of active pre- 
parations for war. About 70,000 men are to 
take the field, with seventy pieces of cannon. 

The Field Marshal announces that he will 
march on Turin at the first orders of the Empe- 
ror, and says he is only waiting the entire paci- 
fication of Hungary before he developes the plan 
of the campaign, unless Charles Albert should 
treat directly with Austria. 

At Milan the barracks were filled with pro- 
jectiles of every description. Attempts were 
being made by the Ausirians to excite tue lower 
classes against tle rich. 


Sarpinia.—By a decree dated the 30th, the 
King has dissolved the Chamber of Deputies. 
and ordered new elections on the 15th, and con- 
voking the new Parliament for the 23d. 


Sicity.—The Sicilian question is the subject 
of continued negotiation between the Napoleon 
Government and the English and French lega- 
lions. 

From Mexico.— By an arrival at New Orleans 
on the 20th., we have Vera Cruz dates to the 
10th, Jalapa to the 7th, and Mexico to the 6th 
instant. 

An attempt at revolution was made in the 
city of Tolucca on the 2d inst., by the Puros 
uniting with the insurgents of ‘TTamasealtepec. 
Tie plan was to declare for the dictatorship of 
Santa Anna, and to instal a partisan in power 
forthwith. ‘The conspiracy was discovered and 
its execution frustrated. Troops were ordered 
to Tolucca from the Capitol, and General Alva- 
rez aod Pinzon directed to co-operate with the 
authorities in the preservation of order. Fears 
are also entertained of a revolution in Mexico. 
The difficulties at Tampico have all been recon- 
ciled. 

The President of the Republic, with the dip- 
lomatic body, repaired to the Halls of Congress 
to witness the formal installation of tt body on 
the Ist inst. The President pronounced an in- 
augural address, to which the President of Con- 
gress responded. On the following day the re- 
ports of secretaries were read, and the conside- 
ration of the several items of business allotted 
to particular days. General Almonte is taking 
a leading part in the proceedings of Congress. 

Suspicions are entertained of General Arista, 
Secretary of War, and occasionally aspersions 
are thrown out, perhaps for the reasun o! his ha- 
ving once favored the scheme of a Northern Re- 
pubiic. 

General Carrera, late of Guatemela, was in 
Yucatan, but bemg informed that the friendly 
relations subsisting between Mexico and Guate- 
mela rendered his stay there improper, he re- 
embarked for Tovasco. 

There are government difficulties at Mazatlan, 
in reference to the levy of illegal and arbitrary 
duties on imports. ‘The officers have all been 
removed, and some of them ordered to be tried, 
of whom General Anaya is one. 

General La Vega has left the Capitol for his 
command of the State of Tamaulipas. 
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_ Petitions in opposition to the further exten- 
sion of religious tolerance were pouring in upon 
Congress. 
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Istumus or Tenuanrerec :—By the last arri- 
val from Mexico, says the New Orleans Bulletin, 
we learn from good authority, that the house of 
Manning & Mackintosh, of Mexico, who have 
taken charge of the great undertaking for open- 
ing’ a water communication between the two 
oceans, through the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
have already begun a road for the transportation 
of all the materials necessary for this great work. 
The road is preparing for the purpose of esta- 
blishing at once a temporary communication to 
the point where already the river Coatzacoaicos 
and the fine lakes bordering on the Pacific, and 
running into that ocean can be navigated with 
safety and facility, for the distance of forty miles 
by vessels of large tonnage. 

The undertaking is, at present, under the su- 
perintendence of the celebrated Engineer, Moro, 
to whom is due the discovery of the track through 
this Isthmus. 

A recent letter from Havana, in speaking of 
the Tehuantepec route, says:—‘* Senor Mendez 
Garcia, who assisted Lawson in preparing a map 
of the gold diggings, from actual surveys, came 
on in Seven weeks by the way of Tehuantepec— 
across the famous Isthmus of Curtez—and he 
says that it is the quickest and most practicable 
of all the routes to California, and it is nearly 
2,000 miles shorier than via Chagres, and more 
healthy and economical. The immediate want 1s 
a stout little steamer for the navigation of the 
Huasacuaico river, up to the rapids, where wule 
transportation to the Pacific can be obtained in 
any quanlily, at (he rate of $5 a passenger, and 
$4 for each 150 pounds of baggage, which, by 
the way, should invariably be put up in packages 
of not more than that weight. It was a terrible 
oversight in our Government neglecting to secure 
the right of way across the Isthmus of ‘Tehuante- 
pec, (the Isthmus of Cortez we ought tosay,) and 
in proportion as the extent of the loss becomes 
undersiood, it will be more and more a subject of 
regret. Panama will be a poor substitute for 
that short cut to California and Oregon.” 


Tue Mite.—There is a great ditference in the 
number of yards contained in a mile, in different 
countries. Ihe following table will be useful: 
England and America, 1,76U yards 





Russi, 1,109 « 
Italy, 1476 * 
Scotland aud Ireland, 2,2U0 * 
Poland, 4,400 * 
Spain, 5023 * 
Germany, 43855 ‘* 
Sweden and Denmark, 7,213 ** 
Hungary, S,suUu  * 


3L3> The United States Navy consists of 78 
vesseis, including those ou the stocks, which will 
carry 2,174 guns. 


3 >> The British fighting Navy consists of 161 
sailing and 93 steamsaips, carrying 4,053 guus, 
measuring 205,921 tons, and manned by 59,005 
seamen ; and there 1s a revenue and coast-zuard, 
force of 5,250 tons, and 5,400 men. In carrying 
the mails, 82 steam vessels (tonnage 61,796, men 
4,148) are employed. 


sL3> In Madison, Indiana, over 7000 hogs 
were received by railroad during the first three 
days of the Jast week in December. Prices there 
on the 29ih were $3 to $3 25. 


37> A brig of 200 tons burthen is being built 
at New Albany, on the Ohio river, for the Cali- 
fornia trade. She is built on shares of $520, and 
will be ready to sail early in the spring. 


3T>> Col. J. C. Hays has arrived at San An- 
tonio, Texas, having explored a good route to 
the Pacific del Norte, accessible at all times, 
which will connect Corpus Christi with Chihua- 
hua. 


The Boston papers announce the death 
of Hon. Peter C. Brooks, tather-in-law of Edward 
Everett, and one of the most estimable and weal- 
thy citizens of that place. He was eighty-one 
years of age. 

The population of the Fejee Islands is 
about 133 000. 


ProritaB_e Trees.—The proprietor of thirty 
treeson Mon Louis Island, twenty miles south 





of Mobile, realizes 800 or 1000 dollars a year 
for his oranges. He sent to an editor twelve on 
one small branch. 


VeE.Lociry or Cannon SHot.—From an exten- 
ded series of experiments made at the Washing. 
ton Arsenal with the Ballistic pendulum, by Cap- 
tain Mordecai of the Ordnance Department, it 
has been determined that the velocity of a thir- 
ty-two pound shot varies from twelve to nineleen 
hundred .eet per second, or nearly twenty miles 
per minute. The velocity of the electric wave 
along the telegraph wire is nearly 200,000 miles 
per second, compared with which, the speed of 
the cannon bail is almost quiescence. 


FaiRHAVEN, VERMONT, has about six hundred 
inhabitants, who take two hundred weekly pa- 
pers and pay the subscription. Their minister re- 
ceivesa salary of $500, besides the rent ofa 
house. 


Jenny Linp.—Jenvy Lind was intending to 
transmit £6,000, the estimated proceeds of her 
provincial tour, to Stockholm, ‘to complete the 
hospital commenced there by her. 


Tue Erie Raitroap.—The first regular train 
of cars jeft for Binghampton on Monday moins 
ing, taking two hundred passengers for the wlole 
distance through— 2243 miles.—N. Y. Tribune. 


Atceria— France :—The following is a list of 
the population of Algeria,,in the three provinces, 
Algiers, Cran and Constantine: Prench 50,780, 
English 144, Irish 83, Anglo-Maltese 6381, Au- 
glo-Spanish 500, Spanish 28 929, Portuguese 243, 
Italians 7046, Germans 2338, Poles 198, Rus- 
sians 8, Greeks 64, Swiss 1217, Prussians 14383, 
Be!gians and Dutch 321, Sundries 307, citizens 
under military edministration 2416. Since Jan- 
vary 31, 1848, up to June 30, 1848, the popula- 
tion decreased from 104,267 to 99 986, of Euro- 
pean extraction. 


Boston ATtneneum Lisrary :— During the past 
year 3346 volumes have been added to the libra- 
ry by purchase, and 830 by gifts. There have 
also been purchased 11.000 pamphlets, and 7393 
have been received as donations. Among the 
latter*is a very valuable collection, 6000 in num- 
ber, belonging to the Jate Jonn Quincy Apams. 
These were presented by his son, the Honorable 
CuaRLes Francis Apams. The Athenseum Li- 
brary now contains about 50,000 bound volumes, 
and 100,000 pamphlets. 


Britist# Nationa, Dest :—At the last half- 
yearly payment of the dividends on the national 
debt, out of 284,127 recipients, 275,721 received 
sums net exceeding £200 each; and 96,115 of 
these received sums not exceeding £5; 1,222 not 
exceeding £1,000 ; 328 not exceeding £2,000; 
and 177 exceeding £2,000 per annum. Many 
received sums not exceeding £10, £50, &c. 


Morra.ity or Boston:—The annual return 
of the wortality in Bosten shows that during the 
year 1848, the total number of deaths was 3972, 
and in 1847, 4112, which shows a decrease in 
1848 of 150. Of the number who died in 1848, 
808 were under 1 year, and 12 whose ages were 
between 90 and ]U0 years. Of the deatus in 47, 
666 «ere caused by typhus fever, and in °48, only 
258. In °47, 544 died of consumption, and in 
48, 579. 











SYNOPSIS OF CONTENTS. 


NationaL AFFAIRS:—Civil Appointments ; Naval 
Officers engaged in Mexico; Naval Intelligence ; 
Death of Lieut. Huger. 

CONGRESSIONAL t RocEEDINGS.—Gotl’s Resolution ; 
Greeley’s Land Bill. 

Pusiic DocumENTs.— Colon Gold. 

Srates.— Massachusetts, Virginia Slavery Reso- 
lutions ; Michigan; Ohio; IVinois ; Arkansus ; Iowa; 
Florida. 

Spirit OF THE PReEss.—The Southern Movement ; 
War levies in Mesicv 5; Southern Opinions ; Cotton 
Prospects. 

Sratistics —Railioads to Boston; The Whale 
Fishery ; Population of the World; Lead; Sons of 
Temperance; Washington City; Coinage of the 
Mint; Patent Office ; Coal in Pennsylvania ; Vir- 
ginia Coal; Coal; Pin Manufactures; Cuba; The 
Mahogany Trade. 

MIscELLANEOUS.~—Colonization Sociely Meeting ; 
District of Columbia. 

‘RADE AND CommeRcE.— Commerce of New York ; 
Trade of St. Louis; Commerce of Philadelphia ; 
Trade of Baltimore; Cummerce of Portland; Ga- 
lena Trade; Trade of Wabash ; Illinois Interest ; 
Dividends at Baltimore; Disasters on the Lakes. 
 acemga INTELLIGENCE.—-From Europe ; from 
sUETICV. 





a” ie ¥ ee toy, * 
3 RRA oT He St & 5 2 
HE or oe ae sa 


ae i i i 
(Shorten Votes mar) ipa 3. 2 
et oe oe Re So Oe 

fea Ah 14 Aes 











GEC 


Ni 


PHI 





TER) 
or if ren 
after the 
Dollars 
one add 
seven CO} 

Subse 
current 
will be a 


To § 
on the 
gard to 
we mak 
dollars, | 
rent yes 
bers to 
which ; 
ment fo 
to the | 
all subs 
at five d 

For t 
of Janu 
further 
we sta! 
those w. 
of two d 
dollars i 
prior to 
in full | 
for the | 

The 
subscrip 
to ours, 
tions, it 
the pat 
price of 
rable va 
heavy o 


LLALLS 


- 2 
< — 


Dix, the 
Bradbur 
ble publ 


Presi 
Taylor ¢ 


twentiet 


ILiin« 
Govern 
Govern 
death of 


Ouro 
represen 
tie of pa 


Usury 
has pass 
agreed u 


U..S. 
Henry ( 
Seat in | 
years {re 
stood for 
Johnson 


